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issue of national identity of Indonesian nation is still to be

debated wether or not Indonesia will be developed to be maritime state or conversely to be
agrarian state. But many Indonesian believe that their ancestors were maritime people. And
they confident that only the people who built the country based on thier identity could be a
great nation. This article argues that although the maritime history of the great potential in the
process of identity formation of Indonesia as a maritime nation and has the potential to
strengthen national integration, but aspects of maritime history has not taught proportionally in

Indonesian history textbooks.
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Introduction

The main purposes of this article is to study about the content of maritime aspect in history
subject at senior high school in Indonesia. This matter is very important to be studied
considering the fact that untill now the issue of national identity of Indonesian nation is still to
be debated wether or not Indonesia will be developed to be maritime state or conversely to be
agrarian state. But many Indonesian believe that their ancestors were maritime people. And
they confident that only the people who built the country based on thier identity could be a
great nation.

The exisence of Indonesia as a maritime state cannot posibly be denied as far as both
geographical fact and historical development are concerned. Due to the fact that the Indonesia
territory is dominated by ocean waters, powerful maritime kingdoms had sharply colored the
history of Indonesia, such as those of the kingdom of Srivijaya, Majapahit, Goa, banten, Ternate,
Tidore, Banjarmasin, etc.

The character as a maritime folks is also recognized sociologically by present Indonesia
society. It can be seen from various folklores spreading out in the Indonesia society which
indicate that the anchestors of Indonesia people were coming through the ocean journey.
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Acknowledgement as the descendant of maritime people is also praised in the form of songs. The
following is one of the examples (composed by Ibu Sud in 1940):

“Nenek moyangku s’orang pelaut,
Gemar mengarungi luas samudra,
Diterjang ombak,

Tiada takut

Menerjang badai

Sudah biasa

Angin bertiup layar terkembang
Ombak berdebur di tepi pantai
Pemuda berani bangkit sekarang
Ke laut kita beramai-ramai

("My ancestor was sailor,

Love to wade through vast oceans,
Hit by the waves,

There is no fear

braved the storm

It is usual

Wind blowing sail

Waves crashing on the beach

The young brave up now

We go to the sea lively”)

But in the present time, Indonesian people begin to worry about the increasing faded of
Indonesian character as a maritime nation as mentioned in the song. Some of them say that “It is
the anchastor of Indonesian people who were he seamen, not the present Indonesian”. Such a
sinism is possibly emerging in line with the decreasing performance of Indonesia as a maritime
state (It can be indicated by the fact that only about 3 percent of Indonesia import and export
trades are serviced by foregin shipping companies.). It has actually started since the 16th century
when conflicts between political power in the archipelago became increasingly tense. Such
conflicts had weakened maritime powers in the Indonesia archipelago which in turn could be
easily distroyed by the Dutch colonial power. Thenceforth, indigenous maritime power of the
Indonesian archipelago could not significantly revive. Hegemony and domination of colonial
power had revealed a kind of consciousness among Indonesian communities as peasant society.
It was cased by colonial domination at sea and colonial assertion toward indigenous people to
work in agrocultural and plantation sektors as the most important source of the Dutch colonial
income.

What is so ironic is that the deterioration of performance as a maritime nation is also
accompanied by the weakening of the internalization and enculturation of maritime cultural
values in the society. It can be seen, amongst other, from the curriculum of history subject at
schools that actually can be used for socialization and enculturation maritime culture. This paper
will analyze the aspects which relates to maritime history and culture and the history in the
curriculum of history subject. The analysis was done both to syllabus and teaching materials of
history subject itself. The results of the analysis can possibly be used to assess the level of
awareness quality for the revitalization of the national identity of Indonesia as a maritime nation.
To that end, this paper will discuss several things, among others: the identity of Indonesia as a
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maritime nation, general view of the history subject at senior high school curriculum, and the
material of maritime history and culture in the history subject.

Indonesia: Historical Contexts

The Indonesian archipelago located in the Southeast Asia’s region. It stretches across the tropical
waters of the Indian Ocean and the Pacific, from South-eastern Asia to Northern Australia. It is
not surprising that Indonesia becomes the widest insular region in the world. This vast
archipelago has a land area of approximately 1.92 million km?, archipelagic waters and a 12-
nautical mile territorial sea of 3.1 million km?, and a 200-nautical mile exclusive economic zone
(EEZ) of 2.7 million km?. Its coast line is about 81,000 km long which makes Indonesia the
country with the longest tropical coast line in the world. It is not surprising that Indonesia
becomes the widest insular region in the world. Its length from east to west is greater than the
distance from London to Moscow or from New York to San Francisco.!

The insular character of the Indonesian archipelago has offered easy access to foreign
influences. The fact that the Archipelago produced many plentiful commodities attracted both
traders and conquerors; it consequently made the islands and the sea a battle field of many
contesting powers. In addition, the economic significance of the Indonesian archipelago is due
to the island’s abundantly produced commodities that are so needed by the industrial countries.?

The insular character of the Indonesian archipelago also causes great variation stemming
from climate and volcanic activities. These factors greatly influence human habitation and
cultural development. Fertile soil can also be found in the islands of Sumatra, Bali, Lombok,
Sumbawa, Flores, Wetar, and Banda, as well as a part of Sulawesi since these areas are volcanic
regions. The remaining islands, such as Papua and Kalimantan, have not demonstrated any
recent volcanic activities although there are high mountains. Two types of climate and geology
provide a variety of tropical commodities in the Archipelago.

In the Indonesia archipelago, tropical wet climates are very dominant. Climate change
mainly depends on the monsoon. There are only two seasons, dry season and wet (rainy) season.
The wet season lasts from October to April and results from the north-western monsoon (wet
monsoon), which begins to blow in September. The wet season comes to an end when this
monsoon stops. It is followed by the dry south-eastern monsoon starting in June and ending in
September. In Indonesian history, traditional regular shipping and trade activities benefited
from those periodic changes brought on by monsoons. It can be recognized that the cycle of
monsoons on the Indonesian archipelago’s waters facilitated interregional shipping and trade
among islands in the Indonesian archipelago. It also provided the means of interconnection
between the Indonesian archipelago and the areas beyond. This brought the Indonesian
archipelago into an open system of world shipping and trade network. Climate diversity and
differences in soil fertility among the islands stimulated both interregional and international
trades.

The economic situation of the population in the Indonesian archipelago varies. It mainly
relates to the variety in commodities produced by different regions. Since ancient times Java
was a major exporter of rice commodity. The islands in the eastern archipelago were known as
the producer of spices. Meanwhile, Sumatra produced pepper which was much needed in the
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trade between the West and East. Java in this case played an important role as a catalyst between
the islands of the archipelago (east) with the countries in the West.

Indonesia has a strategic geographical position along international maritime trade routes
(Silk Road) between the two superpowers at that time, namely India and China. It was therefore
not a coincidence that the population of the archipelago actively took part in the trade. Historical
evidence shows that since the 2™ century AD there had been trade relations between Indonesia
and India. Furthermore, since the 5% century various states in the archipelago had sent trade
envoys to China. Products traded at the time were pepper, cloves, nutmeg, sandalwood, rice,
cloth, and so forth.

At that time India and China were the two advanced and rich superpowers. Among them
was a close trading relationship which in turn also involved the surrounding countries,

including the kingdoms of the Indonesia _
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