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Dear Editor in Chief,
We wish to submit an original article entitled “Peanut (Arachis hypogaea) Shells Extract and Apis dorsata Honey Reduce Matrix Metalloproteinase-3 in Monosodium Iodoacetate-Induced Osteoarthritic Rats” for consideration by Journal of Biomedicine and Translational Research Diponegoro University. 
We confirm that this work is original and has not been published elsewhere, nor is it currently under consideration for publication elsewhere.

In this study, we aim to determine the effect of peanut shells extract and Apis dorsata honey on matrix metalloproteinase-3 (MMP-3) level in monosodium iodoacetate-induced (MIA) osteoarthritic rats. The treatment principles of OA are to reduce pain, stiffness, and maintain joint function to improve quality of life. However, prolonged use of current treatment i.e. non-steroid anti-inflammatory drugs can cause serious adverse events, including toxicity and increased risk of gastrointestinal bleeding. The combination of peanut shells and Tualang honey might potentially be a novel alternative antiinflammatory and chondroprotective agent for patient with OA with minimal side effects in long-term use.  
We believe that this manuscript is appropriate for publication by Journal of Biomedicine and Translational Research because it covers both biomedicine and translational medicine scopes. 
Peanut shells extract and Apis dorsata honey showed antiinflammatory and chondroprotective effect by significantly reducing MMP-3 level in MIA-induced osteoarthritic rats compared to normal and negative control group. The combination of these agents can potentially offer symptom relief as well as disease progression prevention with potentially minimal adverse events for long-term use. However, further study using X-ray of the knee or histopathological examination is needed to support this statement. Evaluation of daily activity and pain scoring may also be used to further evaluate the clinical significance. This article can be used as stepping stone as well as encouragement for further study to be carried out.
This study is funded by Ministry of Research, Technology and Higher Education of the Republic of Indonesia. We have no conflicts of interest to disclose. 
Please address all correspondence concerning this manuscript to me at bellastevanny@student.unsri.ac.id.

Thank you for your consideration of this manuscript. 
Sincerely,
Bella Stevanny
