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Public Spaces in Pulau Pasaran: Everyday PracƟces and Social Meanings in a Coastal Fishing 
SeƩlement 
 
Abstract  
Public space is not only a physical domain but also a cultural and social representaƟon of 
collecƟve urbanism, parƟcularly in kampungs in Indonesia. It has grown densely due to the 
increasing of populaƟon and urbanisaƟon, which has reduced the number of public spaces. 
This study is to invesƟgate how public spaces in coastal kampung create funcƟon in everyday 
life and what social meanings for residents to aƩach them and how these spaces contribute 
to resilience, parƟcularly fishing-based community in Pulau Pasaran, Bandar Lampung, 
Indonesia. This research employs a qualitaƟve approach descripƟvely through collecƟng data 
by spaƟal observaƟon and map public spaces pracƟces idenƟfying the characterisƟcs of public 
spaces. The results are that public spaces in Pulau Pasaran are not defined by formal design 
but by everyday urbanism through everyday human pracƟces. The characterisƟcs are 
relaƟonal, mulƟfuncƟonal and adapƟve to environmental change in a scarcity of public spaces. 
They help together to build living infrastructure for resilience to repurpose every inch of 
spaces for social or economics uses.  
 
IntroducƟon  
Public spaces have long been represented as a fundamental need for communiƟes to facilitate 
both individual and collecƟve social acƟviƟes, interacƟon and cultural expression. In contrast, 
public spaces in kampungs are not always parks or squares as in contemporary 
neighbourhood. They oŌen emerge informally in streets, docks, courtyards, and even house 
extensions. Urban planners, designers, and architects primarily view public spaces as physical 
spaces (Carmona, 2010). These spaces are adaptable, mulƟpurpose, and deeply intertwined 
with everyday pracƟces. It is not only a physical domain but also a cultural and social 
representaƟon as the heart of collecƟve urban daily life. Also, urban public space can bring a 
diverse range of environmental, social, and economic benefits (Whiƞord, 2001). 
Environmentally, green spaces in public spaces can enhance air quality, lessen polluƟon and 
the heat island effect, and help animals and plants survive (Shashua-Bar & Hoffman, 2000). 
Socially, public spaces are places where people can engage emoƟonally, which is important in 
enhancing mutual understanding and social cohesion (Kuo et al., 1998). Economically, the 
existence of public spaces can improve the liveability of the city to enhance the value of 
properƟes in the surrounding areas and increase economic advantages of the city (Luƫk, 
2000).  

Kampungs in Indonesia are characterised by incremental growth, fine-grained accessibility 
and strong social networks. It has grown naturally and spontaneously to a dense area from 
buildings and street paƩerns (Asriana et al., 2023). In addiƟon, it is normally recognised a 
unique type of seƩlements with poor condiƟon physically, economically, but it is a well-
socialised  (Funo et al., 2002). Thus, it is brought on by the increasing populaƟon and 
urbanisaƟon in kampungs, which has made denser and reduced the amount of public space. 
Mostly public spaces in Indonesian kampungs are a unique because it is shared faciliƟes within 
community (SeƟawan et al., 2010). However, an insufficient area of public space makes 
dwellers to be creaƟve, they create public open spaces to accommodate their needs for social 
acƟviƟes in the kampung neighbourhoods based on their needs, types, and characterisƟc 
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appropriately (Asriana et al., 2024). Therefore, public spaces could enhance the quality area 
and give the importance of behaviour improvement (Ischak et al., 2019). 

Coastal kampungs in Indonesia represent unique socio-spaƟal landscapes where ecological 
adaptaƟon, livelihood pracƟces, and cultural tradiƟons. For instance, Pulau Pasaran, located 
in the city of Bandar Lampung, is one such seƩlement that well known for its dried fish 
industries. This island has long been recognised as an economic hub of small-scale fisheries. 
Despite its economic idenƟty, Pulau Pasaran embodies a dense and vibrant social life in which 
public spaces play a central role. In addiƟon, this kampung is land scarcity and environmental 
vulnerability shape the built environment, public spaces serve as crucial part for sustaining 
both livelihoods and social cohesion. Thus, this study invesƟgates how public spaces in coastal 
kampung funcƟon in everyday life and what social meanings for residents to aƩach them and 
how these spaces contribute to resilience, parƟcularly fishing-based community in Pulau 
Pasaran. 
 
Literature review  
Public spaces as socio-spaƟal pracƟce  
Public spaces are oŌen recognised as a physical seƫng that enables interacƟon (Gehl, 2011). 
They are used freely and accessibly by communiƟes to daily acƟviƟes and social interacƟon 
(Carr et al., 1993). Formal public spaces are condiƟonally made available, like cafes, pubs, 
parks, public faciliƟes, commercial spaces, community center (UN-Habitat, 2015), where 
people go for individual and collecƟve public social acƟviƟes (Oldenberg, 2007), called as third 
places (Oldenberg, 2007). Meanwhile, another prominent typology of public spaces is 
characterised with “in-betweenness” for contemporary informal social interacƟons, called 
fourth places (Aelbrecht, 2016).  

According to the Lefebvre (1991), he emphasized that public spaces are lived and socially 
constructed dimension (Lefebvre, 1991). It influences the quality of public spaces to support, 
share values, and comfort of joyful experience to communiƟes (Beqaj, 2016; Ischak et al., 
2019). If the public spaces could not fulfil of shape the inter-relaƟonship among other 
individuals, it means that public space is malfuncƟon improperly (Siahaan, 2010). At the same 
Ɵme, the public spaces and users’ existence will create image and present the idenƟty of the 
area (Banapon, 2018). Public spaces also will be quality indicators in kampungs 
neighbourhood, such as in image, comfort, conƟnuity, usage and social acƟviƟes (Carmona et 
al., 2008). In kampungs, public space is produced through collecƟve pracƟces rather than 
formal design. This includes informal pracƟce, such as streets of terraces has double roles, 
mobility, gathering, economic, and play areas as essence of publicness. 
 
Coastal kampungs and spaƟal resilience 
Coastal kampungs represent a unique sub-category of seƩlements. Their existence and 
evoluƟon are fundamentally Ɵed to a mariƟme economy, where a significant percentage of 
the populaƟon engages in livelihoods such as fishing, aquaculture, or the processing and sale 
of marine products (Safeyah et al., 2021). These acƟviƟes direct economic and cultural 
relaƟonship with the sea and surrounding water bodies, including docks, shorelines, and rivers 
to be a basis of physical and social organisaƟon. The spaƟal orientaƟon mostly for 
communiƟes, as seen in Pulau Pasaran, is powerfully influenced by the proximity to the coast 
with a determinant paƩern differenƟaƟng them form the mainland seƩlements (Husin & 
Komala, 2024).  

1

1

5

5

Page 5 of 12 - Integrity Submission Submission ID trn:oid:::27385:115091575

Page 5 of 12 - Integrity Submission Submission ID trn:oid:::27385:115091575



 
In coastal context is not only providing a source of livelihood but also creaƟng specific 
environmental vulnerabiliƟes, parƟcularly from Ɵdal floods, erosion, and tsunamis(Sriadi et 
al., 2022). This challenging environment necessitates creaƟve and oŌen informal spaƟal 
soluƟons, which manifest as a deeply embedded relaƟonship between the daily lives of 
inhabitants and the built environment (Asriana et al., 2024; ErnawaƟ, 2013). While coastal 
communiƟes adapt their spaƟal pracƟces to environmental challenges such as flooding, Ɵdes, 
and resource scarcity (Adger, 2000). For instance, public spaces are not only social purpose 
but also ecological funcƟons, but also economic, social interacƟon and climate adaptaƟon. 
Therefore, built environment of coastal kampungs is not staƟc, it is in a constant state of 
transformaƟon as a direct response to the environmental threats.  
 
Public space as everyday pracƟce 
Following de Certeau (1984), public spaces in not merely physical backdrop but a lived 
experience, conƟnuously produced through everyday pracƟces (Certeau, 1984). In addiƟon, 
the sociological perspecƟve of public space views it not as a staƟc, like a park or square, but 
as a dynamic enƟty that is conƟnuously produced and contested through the pracƟces of 
everyday life (Vaiou & Kalandides, 2009). Usually, this framework is applicable to the 
kampungs, where the formal planning of public space is minimal or not exist. They use “private 
areas” to act as “public areas and it is operated directly by kampung itself (Vaiou & Kalandides, 
2009). By its nature, the kampung is a seƩlement where dwellers and urban poor collecƟvely 
meet their daily social and economic needs.  
 
The public life of kampung is not only defined by the type of space, but also by its temporal 
dimension. Spaces are not fixed in their funcƟon but are mulƟlayered and transform based on 
Ɵme of day or the presence of a specific acƟvity or ritual. For instance, Pulau Pasaran pracƟces 
such as fish drying, net repairing, or informal gatherings generate public space as an evolving 
social phenomenon. This is powerfully demonstrated as coastal area, where a single physical 
locaƟon can serve mulƟple purposes. A shoreline, for example, funcƟons as a workspace for 
fishermen during the day, a communal waiƟng area for their wives, and on different Ɵme as 
children playground area. This demonstrates how collecƟve cultural, social, and economic can 
transform a purely physical space into deeply meaningful that is integral to the community 
idenƟty.  
 
 
Methodology  
This research employs a qualitaƟve approach descripƟvely. The collecƟon data includes that 
spaƟal observaƟon is to map and document public spaces, circulaƟon paƩerns, and their 
usage, informal interviews with local fishermen, women involved in fish processing, and 
children using public spaces for play, and visual documentaƟon is to photographs and sketches 
to capture spaƟal pracƟces. These methods will be presented the factual condiƟon of case 
study (Figure 1).  
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Figure 1. The methodology framework 

SelecƟon of case study: Pulau Pasaran  
Pulau Pasaran is in the small coastal of Bandar Lampung that located in the southern part of 
Sumatra Island (Figure 2).  This island is known for dried fish home industries and is proposed 
to be a Minapolitan area according to the Indonesian Regional SpaƟal Planning (RTRW) of 
Bandar Lampung 2010-2030. Only 12-13 hectares in area and home to roughly 1,200-1,500 
folks. This kampung has a marine food product of dried anchovies (ikan teri kering) for their 
livelihoods and daily rituals for fish drying and communal labour every day.  

 
Figure 2. Pulau Pasaran locaƟon 

This kampung illustrates how dense neighbourhoods can drive fundamental spaƟal, resilient 
economic, and spaƟal transformaƟon. This island reveals socio-economic landscape that is 
influenced by the anchovy processing industry with a powerful catalyst for change. The 
economic stability provided by this industry results in tangible physical upgrades and changes 
in dwelling structures, from wooden houses to permanent houses. Despite this upgrade, this 
kampung is also found that limited public spaces had led dwellers to expand social life onto 
house terraces, yards, and narrow alleys. When plazas are scare, residents share the private 
house area to facilitate social acƟviƟes, reorganising yards and corners of their homes to 
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supports gatherings. SpaƟally, the clustering of anchovy processing acƟviƟes is known as 
agglomeraƟon feature of this kampung’s morphology. This concentraƟon of economic 
funcƟons results in a distribuƟon of socio-economic condiƟons across the community. The 
spaƟal organisaƟon directly facilitates collecƟve economic parƟcipaƟon and social equity.  

IdenƟficaƟon of acƟviƟes  
To understand everyday pracƟces in Pulau Pasaran, we conducted systemaƟc field 
observaƟon (Figure 3) based on behavioural techniques to map document acƟviƟes and 
idenƟfy key public spaces and their temporal rhythms. Data were classified into five domains, 
such as economic, social/communal, religious, ecological adaptaƟon, and leisure (Table 1). 
These allow us to capture both visible behaviours and the cultural meanings underpinning 
public space usage.  

Based on observaƟon, the homes within the kampung are not exclusively private dwellings, 
dwellers oŌen evolve to serve mulƟtude of funcƟons, such as becoming shops or social hubs 
that are central to the informal economy and daily life. In addiƟon, informal public space, like 
shorelines, becomes a workspace for fishermen on loading and unloading marine culƟvaƟon. 
Others, like informal green spaces for fish drying, represent collecƟve yard or terrace by 
dwellers to create acƟviƟes.  

 
Figure 3. Everyday pracƟces in Pulau Pasaran as dried fish home industries 

This fluid and temporal use of space reflects the community’s ability to adapt its physical 
environment to meet constantly shiŌing and economic needs. Regarding this, the following 
table 1 and table 2 summarise the varied social funcƟons that are accommodated in this 
kampung, Pulau Pasaran. 
Table 1. Category acƟviƟes  

Category Example acƟviƟes FuncƟon Actor(s) 
Economic - Anchovy drying 

- Fish sorƟng  
- Fish selling and trading  
- Boat maintenance 

- Core funcƟon and 
livelihoods support of 
the island as 
minapolitan  

- Adult men and 
women 

- Elder men and 
women 

Social/cultural - Religious events 
- Family gatherings  
- Informal at warungs  
- Children playing  

- Show socio-spaƟal 
integraƟon  

- Adult men and 
women 

- Elder men and 
women 
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- Children  
Mobility/movement - Walking between 

houses 
- Movement goods 
- Children’s play  
- Social gatherings 

- Accessibility  
- Economic acƟviƟes 
- Social cohesion 

- Adult men and 
women 

- Elder men and 
women 

- Children 
DomesƟc - Cooking 

- Washing  
- Household chores 
- Fish dried packing 

- Private and shared 
spaƟality 

- Adult men and 
women 

- Elder men and 
women 

- Children 
Environmental 
adaptaƟon 

- Managing waste 
- ElevaƟng houses 
- Preparing for Ɵdal 

changes 

- Resilience and 
ecological adaptaƟon  

- Adult men and 
women 

- Elder men and 
women 

- Children 
 
Table 2. The role informal public spaces  

Space/acƟvity Economic Social/cultural Mobility/ 
movement 

DomesƟc Environmental 
adaptaƟon 

Piers/shorelines/ 
docks/riverbanks 

v v   v 

Alleyways/shared 
alleys/pavements 

v v v v  

Courtyard v v v v v 
House fronts/house 
terraces/house 
yards 

v   v  

 
 
Findings and Discussions 
According to the results, public space here is fluid and mulƟple funcƟons. For instances, the 
same space use fish drying in the morning may later host social interacƟons, religious 
procession, or community discussions. This flexibility illustrates what Gehl (2011) describe as 
soŌ edges that this flexibility. This is influenced by intertwining the coastal environment and 
the community’s way of life. The phenomenon observed in Pulau Pasaran, where economic 
success from the anchovy industry leads to the physical transformaƟon of homes from 
temporary wood structures to permanent ones. This further reinforces and links between 
economic stability and physical material upgrades. This kampung also staƟc environment but 
the built form of this kampung is inherently dynamic and adapƟve as a response to a changing 
landscape. This adapƟve capacity is a key finding that reframes “informality” of this space as 
a form of ingenuity and self-organisaƟon.  
 
The piers and shorelines thresholds as collecƟve ground 
These funcƟons as the primary public space in Pulau Pasaran. This area serves dual purposes, 
such as economic and social (Figure 4). Economically, this area is a workplace for men to 
unloading fish in the morning, and it becomes a drying field by midday, and it transforms into 
a communal gathering spot. Socially, residents describe the the piers and shorelines are as the 
heart of the island informally in gathering, chaƫng and celebraƟng, reflecƟng its symbolic and 
reinforcing as spaces of collecƟve idenƟty. As thresholds between land and sea, they embody 
kampung’s dependence on coastal ecology.  
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This area shows spaƟal temporal paƩerns when acƟviƟes will have mulƟfuncƟon occur for 
everyday urbanism. In the morning (8:00-10:00 AM), men gather at the pier to unload fish, 
midday women gather near pier and shorelines to sort and collect fish to transfer drying yards. 
Then evening, children play in shorelines.  

 
Figure 4. The role of shorelines/riverbanks as workspace area economically and communal gathering socially 

Streets as living rooms and social corridors 
In Pulau Pasaran, narrow alleys (gang) funcƟon as both circulaƟon routes, and spaces of 
encounter (Figure 5). The street is not boundary between private and public, but a gradient 
where domesƟc and communal life intertwine. It also acts as extended living rooms with 
children plays, small stalls, woman sit together while processing fish, and men repair fishing 
nets or trays. These acƟviƟes illustrate the mulƟfuncƟonality of streets as hybrid domesƟc 
public space. These are adapƟve strategies of the community demonstraƟng resilience on 
deeply socio spaƟal. Public space here is not fixed but conƟnuously negoƟated, enabling the 
community to respond to environmental uncertainƟes.  
 

 

 
Figure 5. The role of streets or alleys as mobility, domesƟc, living rooms, social corridors and economic 

Fish-drying yards as everyday public spaces 
Unlike convenƟonal plazas or squares, fish drying yards emerge as key public spaces (Figure 
6). While primarily economic in funcƟon, they transform into gathering points where residents 
converse, share resources, and collecƟvely control fish-drying processes. These yards 
symbolize how economic acƟvity in Pulau Pasaran is inseparable from public life. In addiƟon, 
in front of houses (terraces), small courtyards and thresholds become spaces of negoƟaƟon 
between private and public life. Neighbours exchange food, stories, and assistance here. 
These micro public spaces sustain trust and solidarity.  
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Figure 6. Fish drying yards as key public spaces 

Beyond daily use, public space is a product of conƟnuous everyday social pracƟces. Due to the 
high-density neighbourhood and lack of dedicated open spaces, dwellers repurpose, such as, 
alleys, terraces, and shared yards, as important hubs for social interacƟon, trade, and 
communal acƟviƟes. This represent that the use of space is unwriƩen social contracts, high 
levels of tolerance among folks, and minimizing conflicts (Pramono & Dwita Hadi Rahmi, 
2021). This becomes temporal dimension when a single locaƟon can serve mulƟple disƟnct 
funcƟon depending on the Ɵme of day. This could highlight adaptability value of kampung.  
 
Conclusion  
Coastal kampungs are not simply informal seƩlements, but they are complex socio-spaƟal 
system that demonstrate resilience and ingenuity. This analysis, parƟcularly public spaces in 
Pulau Pasaran, is not defined by formal design but by everyday urbanism through everyday 
human pracƟces. The spaƟal experience in this area for community is defined by a rich, mulƟ 
sensorial tapestry of everyday life and environmental adaptaƟon. The morphology of these 
seƩlements is a raƟonal response to their coastal context with their physical form and social 
structures shaped directly by their livelihoods and cultural pracƟces. This underscores the 
significance of public space as more than a physical category, but it funcƟons as economic 
lifelines, social anchors, and resilience mechanisms. Furthermore, the public life of the 
kampungs exemplifies how communiƟes can organically produce and define own spaces in 
the absence of formal urban development.  

In coastal kampungs, public spaces are relaƟonal, mulƟfuncƟonal, and adapƟve. They 
accommodate the intertwined rhythms of livelihood, sociality, and ecology. Regarding this 
condiƟon, dwellers have strong social networks to underpin kampung resilience. Engaging 
social capital, norms of trust, reciprocity and mutual aid enable communiƟes to cope 
environmental change, parƟcularly a scarcity of public space. Their creaƟvity to create this 
public facility emphasizes cooperaƟon and togetherness as core adapƟve capaciƟes. These 
tradiƟons embody collecƟve problem-solving on humility and teamwork. Also ensures 
everyone, includes rich or poor, youth or elder, helps together to build living infrastructure for 
resilience to repurpose every inch of spaces for social and economic uses.  

This study contributes to a broader understanding of public space, emphasizing that kampung 
seƩlements challenge convenƟonal urban design assumpƟons. For policymakers and 
planners, recognizing public spaces as a socio-spaƟal pracƟces suggest that resilience planning 
must account not only for infrastructure but also for the everyday pracƟces that could foster 
a sustainable and resilient future for coastal populaƟon and their seƩlements. In addiƟon, 
future research could expand on this study by employing spaƟal analysis tools to quanƟtaƟve 
model accessibility and integraƟon in kampung layouts, complemenƟng the qualitaƟve 
human insights presented here.  
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