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INTRODUCTION 
 
The development of men's fashion continues 
to increase and grows faster than women's 
clothing over the past decade. In the last 10 
years, data shows that global sales of men's 
clothing have exceeded the sales of 
women's clothing. The development of 
online sales in men's fashion products 
globally is the highest compared to other 
categories, and men's fashion remains the 
most frequently purchased category in 
online sales (Ladhari et al., 2019). The 
online sales of men's fashion have 
developed in Indonesia since 2018. Men 
tend to shop for fashion products rather than 
gadgets or electronics, with numbers up to 
51% (Ipsos, 2018). This fact indicates that 
fashion has become an important 
commodity for male consumers in the world 
and Indonesia with a great amount of 
consumption (Jain, 2020).  

Indonesia is one of the top 3 countries 
with the most significant growth ratio for 
men's fashion sales in the world which is 
7.2%, and it is the highest in Southeast Asia 

(O'Connell, 2019). From 2011 to 2018, the 
demand for fashion products in Indonesia 
continues to increase. The fashion market 
with male consumers has experienced 
immense growth due to fashion 
consciousness. Fashion consciousness 
shows the level of individual intention in the 
style of dress  (Nam et al., 2007). There is a 
strong demand in the men's fashion industry 
since men are more willing to spend money 
to buy clothes. A 2018 study by Nectar and 
American Express explains that 43% of men 
spend more on clothes than women each 
month (Davis, 2018).  

Previous research has shown that 
several factors influence consumer fashion 
awareness (Lam & Yee, 2014). Male 
consumers have considered their 
appearance as a necessity and it not only 
satisfies their pride, but also conveys various 
social messages to others, including their 
status and professions (Pellegrin, 2009). 
This study intends to conceptually 
investigate the potential factors that 
influence male consumer fashion 
awareness, including self-identity, social 
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media, changes in work practices, and how 
fashion awareness influences their intention 
to buy. Buying intention is an important study 
since marketing managers use consumer 
buying intentions as an action to forecast 
sales and determine the effect of these 
consumers in the future. Consumer buying 
intention is the main input for buying 
behavior (Morwitz, 2014). Fashion-
conscious individuals are more likely to 
make a purchase (Lam & Yee, 2014).  

The male demographic is a potentially 
lucrative market for fashion retailers and 
marketers as they contribute more than 20% 
of total consumer spending (Jain, 2020; 
Ladhari et al., 2019). Therefore, men's 
fashion retail entrepreneurs are required to 
maximize the potential of these male 
consumers who are stimulated by 
appropriate marketing and communication 
strategies so that they are expected to 
achieve maximum profits. The target 
audience of this research is Generation Y as 
the most attractive market and a new target 
market segment for marketers and 
advertisers due to their purchasing power 
(Hendriyani & Chan, 2018). Therefore, it is 
likely that Generation Y men have socialized 
to view fashion more positively than previous 
generations. The combined effect of the 
changing influence of household and media 
roles has shaped new norms in which 
fashion is something Generation Y men 
know and do (Yan Sun et al., 2021). Twitter, 
YouTube, and Facebook are sources of 
information for Generation Y in the 
multimedia world. They show a general 
preference for purchases and have more 
time to shop. This is a great opportunity for 
retailers and marketers to target this market 
(Wallop, 2014). Thus, Generation Y was 
chosen as the object of research because it 
has purchasing power supported with their 
fashion consciousness. 

The main importance of this research is 
the limited study on male consumer fashion 
awareness. Previous studies on men's 
fashion awareness focus on developed 
countries; while studies on consumer 
fashion awareness in developing countries 
are still limited (Chi & Chen, 2019). Second, 
high profitability and high competitiveness 
are opportunities for marketers and 
researchers to develop the fashion industry 
(Cho & Lee, 2017). Third, there are only a 
few examples of strategies targeted at men 
currently (Yanshu Sun & Guo, 2017). 

Fashion companies need to have better 
understanding on fashion awareness of 
male consumers  (Lam & Yee, 2014). As a 
result, this research provides retailers with 
valuable insight into the main factors 
influencing fashion awareness among male 
consumers. This will help retailers to adjust 
in having a better understanding of men's 
fashion awareness and appropriate 
marketing communication strategies that will 
reach the men's fashion consumer market. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW AND 
HYPOTHESES DEVELOPMENT 

 
Fashion awareness refers to a person's level 
of involvement with clothing style (Nam et 
al., 2007). Consumers who already know 
fashion can also be interpreted as potential 
consumers because they have a tendency 
and intention to follow early fashion trends. 
These consumers will seek more information 
about fashion, try new fashion items more 
often than others, and shop more frequently 
(Bertrandias & Goldsmith, 2006; Iver & 
Eastman, 2010). Also, they want to stay 
updated with fashion and change styles 
frequently (Ladhari et al., 2019). Therefore, 
fashion companies need to have better 
understanding on fashion awareness of 
male consumers (Lam & Yee, 2014). Men's 
fashion retailers are required to maximize 
the potential of these male consumers which 
are stimulated by the right marketing 
strategies so that they are expected to 
achieve maximum profits. 

Buying intention is a combination of 
consumer interest in a brand or product and 
the possibility of consumers in buying the 
product (Dabbous & Barakat, 2019). It can 
be concluded that buying intention is the last 
stage consumers choose to buy a product or 
service from a related brand. In addition, 
purchase intention is a condition where 
consumers expect to buy a product or 
service (Hui, 2017). Buying intention is 
important to study because marketing 
managers use consumer buying intentions 
as a measure to forecast sales and 
determine the effect of these consumers in 
the future. Consumers consider buying 
intentions as the main input for buying 
behavior (Morwitz, 2014). Thus, it has 
become an important point for marketers to 
study consumers' buying intentions. 
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Self-identity 
 
Self-identity is a way of developing 
throughout life at various ages, and youth is 
a stage of rapid development (Aparicio-
García, 2017). It deals with the desire for 
equality, the need to 'fit,' and the goal of 
differentiation. Consumers form positive 
attitudes toward things that help them define 
their identity by expressing who they are, 
what they want, and how they want others to 
see them (Summer et al., 2006). Fashion-
related items, as well as clothing, may be a 
useful product category in terms of defining 
personal identity (Chahal & Rani, 2017). 
Fashion and clothing preferences show a 
person's self-concept or how one's desires 
are seen by others. Self-identity is another 
potential factor influencing fashion 
awareness (Lam & Yee, 2014). If consumers 
already have fashion awareness, they will 
believe that fashion is a form of self-identity 
and will be more consumptive in shopping. 
Self-identity is very important for young 
people (Lam & Yee, 2014). In this stage of 
life, young people tend to use products to 
define their identity, such as fashion items 
(Hendraningrum & Prabowo, 2015). 
Therefore, this study proposes the following 
hypothesis: 
 

H1: Self-identity has a positive effect on 
fashion awareness. 

 

Social media influence 
 
Social media are applications, platforms, 
and online media that aim to facilitate 
interaction, collaboration, and content 
sharing (Gunawan et al., 2020). One 
industry that is considered suitable for social 
media is the world of fashion (Ahmad et al., 
2015). Social media influence is a marketing 
term that describes the ability of a person or 
institution to influence the thoughts of others 
in online social communities (Rouse, 2019), 
such as the influence of fashion awareness 
among male consumers. Men are placing 
more emphasis on their appearancse, driven 
by the rise of social media, and a softening 
of dress codes for men globally (Rolland, 
2018). Facebook, Linkedin, Twitter, 
Instagram, YouTube, Pinterest, and Google 
Plus are the types of social media sites that 
are usually used for fashion (Siddique et al., 
2015). Consumers' dependence on social 
media to know the latest trends is high as 

social media affects consumers' fashion 
awareness (Schivinski et al., 2022). Thus, 
this study hypothesizes as follows: 
 

H2: Social media have a positive effect 
on fashion awareness. 
 

Changes in work practices 

 
Recently, there is a significant shift in the 
work experience of men, with accompanying 
implications for their health and well-being 
(theworkfoundation.com, 2018). Likewise, 
with women, automation in housework 
allows women to freely work outside the 
home (Stromquist, 2019). There is also a 
growing trend toward the 'masculinization' of 
women and the 'metro sexuality' of men in 
society. Such patterns lead to changes in 
men's perceptions of gender and their roles, 
thereby leading to changes in their work 
practices (Lam & Yee, 2014). This tendency 
causes changes in men's attitudes towards 
gender and its functions as well as in their 
work practices. For example, men can do 
tasks that are considered women's property, 
such as shopping and doing housework 
(Mintel International Group Limited, 2010). 
As male consumers increase their chances 
of shopping, their awareness of fashion also 
increases (Lam & Yee, 2014). Therefore, 
this study proposes: 
 

H3: Changes in work practices have a 
positive effect on fashion awareness. 

 

Advances in information technology 

 
Technology is changing the development of 
the world rapidly. Most industries are facing 
drastic transformations due to technology, 
including the fashion industry (Ricci, 2018). 
The fashion industry is always moving fast, 
but in the digital era, it can change even 
faster (Marshall, 2017). With the shift away 
from shopping at physical retail stores, the 
impact of technology is hard to ignore – 
especially with the presence of e-commerce. 
One of the most fundamental advancement 
is the development of information 
technology, with internet access available 
anywhere, anytime, and also supported by 
the sophistication of various devices such as 
smartphones (Shamir, 2018). Through 
information technology, consumers can 
easily find information about the latest 
fashion styles and trends, as well as make 
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purchases via the internet (Lam & Yee, 
2014). 

Data from the Central Statistics Agency 
in 2018 showed that the percentage of 
female internet users in 2018 was only 
37.49%, while male users reached 42.31% 
(Sutarsih et al., 2018). In Indonesia, men are 
more open to information technology than 
women (Kusnandar, 2018). In addition, 
many fashion retailers offer mobile 
applications and websites to convey 
information to their customers, coupled with 
the rise of e-commerce that connects 
customers with the products they are looking 
for. As a result, consumers have more 
opportunities to obtain information through 
the internet. In line with these reasons, male 
consumers in Indonesia tend to receive 
more fashion information through advances 
in information technology. This can increase 
the level of fashion awareness among male 
consumers (Lam & Yee, 2014). So, this 
research hypothesizes: 

 
H4: Advances in information technology 
have a positive effect on fashion 
consciousness 

 

Mass media influence 
Mass media is a source of information 
available to both the general public and 
certain community groups (Lawlor, 2018). It 
is also considered a major source of 
influencing individuals, culture, social 
structures, and political policies, and reflects 
on social, political, intellectual views and 
attitudes. Since cultural, political, and 
religious norms differ from country to country 
- and often, from region to region within the 
country - the transmission of modes through 
the mass media can be affected. In the world 
of fashion, the mass media that are often 

used include printed media: magazines, 
newspapers, billboards, posters, catalogs; 
as well as broadcasted media, such as TV, 
radio, video, and films. The transmission and 
types of mass media are considered capable 
in influencing men's fashion awareness 
(Lam & Yee, 2014). 

Advertisements that can increase fashion 
awareness for men are the use of male 
advertising models such as in fashion 
magazines that emphasize appearance. 
Furthermore, the assumption that men must 
be stylish and look like the model can 
characterize men as stylish and successful 
(Rajput et al., 2012). With the presence of 
male models, advertising can change the 
norm that men are encouraged to see social 
value and appeared to be succeed. So, 
mass media can be used as a tool to 
transmit men's fashion culture  (Lam & Yee, 
2014). Previous studies have also proven 
that mass media has a positive effect on 
fashion awareness in men (Lam & Yee, 
2014; Shephard et al., 2016). So, the 
resulting hypothesis is as follows: 

 
H5: Mass media will have a positive effect 
on fashion consciousness. 

 
Fashion awareness affects buying 

intention 
 
Fashion-conscious individuals are more 
willing to take part in consumption practices 
(Lam & Yee, 2014). Fashion-conscious male 
consumers have more definite intentions to 
buy fashion products that help them showing 
their status and wealth to others (Vazquez et 
al., 2020). Fashion awareness has a 
significant effect on buying intention and is a 
substantial factor for millennials to buy 
fashion products (Chi & Chen, 2020). 

 
 

Figure 1. 
Research model 
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Therefore, this study proposes the following 
hypothesis: 
 

H6: Fashion consciousness has a 
positive effect on buying intention 

 
Based on the literature study and 

hypothesis development that have been 
carried out, the research model is presented 
as shown in Figure 1. 

  

METHODS 
 
The first step in conducting this research is 
to identify the problem that will examine the 
industry issues. Men's fashion, as priorly 
discussed in the introduction part, grows, 
and can surpass the sales of women's 
fashion. However, there is only few studies 
on men's fashion awareness currently. 
Descriptive research design is used to 
describe the situation, especially the specific 
characteristics of the market. This study was 
included in a cross-sectional descriptive 
design, which in this study was to answer 
research questions, and data were collected 
only once. This study uses a non-probability 
sampling technique as the probability of 
selecting a sample is unknown, and all 
elements in the sample do not necessarily 
have the same opportunity to be taken as 
samples. Specifically, this research employs 
purposive samplings based on the following 
research criteria: male respodents, active 
user of social media, and fashion literate. 
The sample size is determined at least as 
many as 200 respondents and data 

collection were done in three months, 
starting from March to May 2022. Based on 
these provisions, it was stated that the 
sample used was truly represented by the 
needs of the research objectives. 

After the data from the respondents were 
collected, the data were analyzed using 
partial least squares (PLS) structural 
equation modeling (SEM) data analysis 
technique software. SEM consists of two 
parts: the structural model and the 
measurement model. As the first step, the 
measurement model is done by testing the 
reliability and validity of the constructs. The 
second step is to test the structural model to 
find out how each construct is 
interconnected (Malhotra et al., 2017). In this 
test, the significance value of the 
relationship between constructs should not 
exceed the cut-off value of 0.5  (Malhotra et 
al., 2017). 

This study applied structural equation 
modeling (PLS-SEM) for data analysis while 
putting aside issues of abnormality and 
small sample size (W. W. Chin et al., 2008; 
Hair et al., 2017). PLS-SEM requires two 
stages of analysis, measurement, structural 
model, and taking place subsequentially 
(Hair et al., 2017). Firstly, the measurement 
model aims to ensure the qualities of 
indicators in terms of reliability and validity. 
It considers as acceptable if the analysis 
generates results factor loadings, 

Cronbach’s , and composite reliability CR 
larger than 0.7, AVE greater than 0.5, and 
having discriminant validity as based on 
Fornell Larcker criteria. To qualify the 

Table 1. 
Demographic profile 

 

Variable Description Frequency % 

Type of Work College Student 154 67.84 
Private Workers 33 14.54 
Civil Worker 8 3.52 
Businessman 19 8.37 
Others 13 5.73 

Income/month 
(IDR) 

<1.000.000 82 36.12 
1.000.000-2.000.000 66 29.07 
>5.000.000 33 14.54 
2.000.001-3.000.000 17 7.49 
3.000.001-4.000.000 16 7.05 
4.000.001-5.000.000 13 5.73 

Budget for fashion 
monthly (IDR) 

100.000-300.000 124 54.63 
<100.000 54 23.79 
>300.000 49 21.59 

Purchasing 
frequency 

Once a month 129 56.83 
1-3 times per month 80 35.24 
>3 times per month 18 7.93 
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structural model, this study scrutinized the 
predictive power (R2) and the predictive 
relevance (Q2). Multigroup analysis of 
gender, as the additional analysis, was also 
performed in this study using PLS-SEM. The 
significant result exists if the p-value is less 
than 0.05 or more than 0.95 at the margin of 
error of 5% (Hair et al., 2018; Sarstedt et al., 
2011). 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
In this study, there are 227 male 
respondents with the age range of 20-40 
years. The demographic description of the 
respondents is presented in Table 1.  

Most research respondents are college 
student with the income of around 1 million 
rupiahs. Their average fashion budget is 
around 100-300 thousand rupiahs for their 
monthly shopping routine. 

This study uses convergent and 
discriminant validity tests. First, factor 
loading is used for convergent validity. 
Meanwhile, Average Variance Extracted 
(AVE) is used for discriminant validity. All 
loading and AVE values had thresholds of 
about 0.4 and 0.5 or higher (Table 2). 

The calculation of Goodness of Fit (GoF) 
was carried out to ensure the suitability of 
the structural model (Tenenhaus et al., 
2005). The result shows 0.490 as the GoF 

Table 2. 
Loading, CR, and AVE 

 
Variable Construct Loading CR AVE 

Fashion Consciousness (FC)  0,783 0,547 

FC1 Have one or more clothes with the latest styles 0,692   

FC3 Smart dressing is important 0,720   

FC4 People should try to dress in style 0.802   

Self-Identity (SI)  0.816 0,599 

SI 1 My self-image is very important 0.859   

SI 3 Always try to get other people's acceptance 0,771   

SI 4 Able to identify themselves in the group 0,680   

Social Media Influence (SMI)  0,873 0.633 

SMI 1 Aware of fashion clothing ads on social media 0.824   

SMI2 Online fashion clothing advertisements 
influence the purchase of fashion products 0,707   

SMI3 Check out social media platforms to know 
about the new fashion offers 0.827   

SMI 4 Compare fashion products from social media 0.818   

Changes in Work Practices (CWP)  0,849 0,653 

CWP 1 Thinking a lot about what it means to be a man 0.857   

CWP 2 Very self-conscious about being a man 0,840   

CWP 3 Usually aware of how to be a man 0,721   

Advances in Information Technology (AIT)  0,825 0,544 

AIT 1 Able to find fashion information on the Internet 0,641   

AIT 2 Shopping through the online channel 0,640   

AIT 3 Have at least one app related to 
fashion/shopping on mobile 0.801   

AIT 4 Innovation in retail technology has a 
sophisticated sense of fashion 0,845   

Mass Media Influence (MMI)  0.910 0,717 

MMI 1 Watching TV or movies or reading magazines 
leads to a fashionable dressing 0,782   

MMI 2 Compare outfits with movie stars, famous 
singers, or celebrities 0.851   

MMI 3 Want to have a style similar to a public figure 0.881   

MMI 4 Try dressing like actors and actresses in 
movies and television programs 0.870   

Buying Intention (BI)  0,865 0,618 

BI 1 Buying fashionable clothes 0.814   

BI 2 Loves to talk about fashion/clothing 0,805   

BI 3 Realize some clothes for men are more 
fashionable than others 0,849   

BI 4 Usually, notice that some men are fashionable 0,665   
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value in this study. This means that the data 
is very suitable to explain the proposed 
model (Hair et al., 2014). Based on the R 
square value, it shows that Self Identity, 
Social Media Effects, Changes in Work 
Practices, Information Technology 
Advances, and Mass Media Effects can 
predict 41.6% (R2 = 0.413) of Fashion 
Awareness, and 36.4% (R2 = 0.364) of 
Buying Intentions. Stone-Geisser's Q2 is 
often used to provide evidence that values 
have been detected correctly, and the model 
has high predictive relevance (Hair et al., 
2014). Furthermore, to assess the relevance 
prediction, Henseler et al. (2009) stated the 
value of Q2 is greater than 0 (zero). Based 
on Table 5, Fashion Consciousness, and 
Buying Intention got a score of 0.205, and 
0.209 proved to have a satisfactory 
relevance. So that the predictions achieved 
from the proposed model are fit. 

Based on the results of path analysis, 
self-identity towards fashion awareness is 
significant at 0.00 and support H1 (β = 
0.296). Then, the social media influence also 
has a significant effect on fashion 
awareness (β = 0.278 and p<0.01). Thus, H2 
is accepted. The significance of the indirect 
effect of self-identity and the influence of 
social media on buying intention was also 
proven (β = 0.162 and p<0.01; = 0.168 and 
p<0.01). There is also a significant influence 
of the influence of mass media on fashion 
awareness (β = 0.273 and p<0.01) while the 
indirect path of the influence of mass media 
has a significant effect on buying intention (β 
= 0.165 and p<0.01). As a result, H5 is 
supported. H3 and H4 investigate the 
relationship between changing work 
practices and advances in information 
technology on fashion awareness. The 
effect of changing work practices and 

advances in information technology on 
fashion awareness rejects direct and indirect 
effects (β = 0.081 and p>0.05; = -0.034 and 
p>0.05). Finally, the results also show that 
fashion awareness has a significant effect 
on buying intention (β = 0.603 and p<0.01). 
In summary, the following hypotheses are 
supported: H1, H2, H5, and H6. 

This study found that self-identity has a 
positive effect on fashion awareness. These 
results align with previous research from 
Lam & Yee (2014) and Leung (2015). 
Research has found that men's self-identity 
is relevant to the determinants of purchase 
intention towards fashion. Men realize that 
identity can be reflected in how they dress. 
Men can show their personality through 
fashion. The consumption of certain fashion 
brands is used to communicate the 
personality and character of men 
(Hokkanen, 2014). Consumers buy brands 
to build their self-concept and personal 
identity ((Escalas & Bettman, 2005; Ma et 
al., 2012; Perez et al., 2010; Power & 
Hauge, 2008). 

 Structural relationship analysis shows 
that social media also significantly impacts 
fashion awareness. This finding is in line with 
previous research conducted by Gul & 
Shahzad (2014) and Michaela & Orna 
(2015). Gen Y men are currently very close 
to social media, so they can quickly find 
information related to fashion or find out 
about fashion developments themselves. 

This study also confirms that the 
influence of the mass media has a significant 
relationship with fashion awareness. The 
results of previous research by Lam & Yee 
(2014) and Shephard et al. (2016) show that 
men become more fashion-conscious 
through media exposure. Male consumers 
pay attention to styles and media related to 

Table 3. 
Goodness-of-fit, R2, Q2 

 

Variable AVE R2 Q2 

Self Identity 0,599   

Media Social Influence 0.633   

Changes in Work Practices 0,653   

Advancement in Information Technologies 0,544   

Mass Media Influence 0,717   

Buying Intention 0,618 0,364 0.209 

Fashion Consciusness 0,547 0,416 0.205 

Mean Score 0,616 0,390  

AVE × R2  0.240  

GoF = (AVE × R2)  0,490  
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fashion. In addition, this shows that the 
influence of the mass media has the most 
significant impact on fashion awareness. 

What is interesting is that changes in 
men's work practices and advances in 
information technology have not had a 
positive impact on fashion consciousness. 
This contrasts with previous research by 
Lam & Yee (2014), which showed a positive 
relationship between changes in men's work 
practices, advances in information 
technology, and fashion awareness. The 
conditions of different countries allow this to 
happen because previous research was 
conducted in developed countries, namely 
Hong Kong, while this research was 
conducted in Indonesia. So, Gen Y men in 
Hong Kong tend to be more open to changes 
in male work practices. Men in developed 
countries tend to apply more metrosexual 
styles than those in developing countries. 
Men in developed countries shop more and 
pay more attention to their appearance than 
those in developing countries.  

Other findings in the study reveal that 
fashion awareness can affect purchase 
intentions. These results confirm similar 
findings in the studies of Lam & Yee (2014), 
Michaela & Orna (2015), and Vuong & 
Nguyen (2018). The results show that Gen Y 
men in Bandung, Indonesia, have high 
fashion awareness and have the intention to 
buy fashion products. The significance of the 
three determinants (self-identity, social 
media, and changes in work practices) 
through fashion awareness shows an 
important role in purchase intention, 
especially for mass media influence, 
because these variables mediate the 
relationship between fashion awareness and 
purchase. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 
This study investigates the factors 
influencing fashion awareness and their 
impact on customer purchase intentions. 
Specifically, we conducted empirical 
research to understand how self-identity, 
social media, changes in men's work 
practices, advances in information 
technology, and mass media influence the 
intentions of Gen Y men's fashion 
consumers. The research results show that 
Gen Y men's perceptions of fashion 
awareness and purchase intention are high. 
The research findings state that social media 
and mass media are categorized as factors 
that significantly influence the fashion 
awareness of Gen Y men. Men in developing 
countries like Indonesia are starting to pay 
attention to appearance, especially the types 
of goods or products used as a form of their 
fashion aspirations. Various information 
received through social media and mass 
media related to fashion makes it easier for 
male consumers to choose and determine 
the preferred fashion product according to 
their style and character based on their 
identity. Gen Y men in developing countries 
like Indonesia make fashion a taste that is 
easy to explore, especially in style variations 
heavily influenced by urban lifestyles thick 
with self-identity, such as character and 
personality. Social media and mass media 
triggered gen Y Fashion. Hence, various 
styles emerged, such as Korean/Japan-like, 
casual, sporty, classy, or elegant, which men 
could adopt according to their character and 
personality. 

Meanwhile, advances in information 
technology and changes in work practices 
experienced by men were found not directly 
significant to fashion awareness. Male 

 
 

Figure 2.  
Results of the theoretical framework tested 
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customers do not carry out specific activities 
in searching for information about fashion 
via the internet, websites, or special fashion 
applications. This is also supported by the 
fact that male consumers prefer to seek 
information and shop for fashion products by 
directly visiting offline stores or based on 
information they get through social media. 
Male consumers believe   
buying products directly will be more aligned 
with what they expect. This is because men 
have characteristics that pay more attention 
to benefits, are quick to seek, focus, efficient, 
selective in choosing, and rational. So, 
advances in information technology and 
changes in work practices only sometimes 
affect men's fashion awareness. 

The implications that arise from the 
results of this study are in the form of actual 
information that can be used by marketers 
and retailers in the fashion industry to 
understand male consumer behavior and 
increase the intention to purchase fashion 
products for men. Fashion awareness 
possessed by consumers will be able to 
influence their behavior in many ways. This 
is one of the most reliable drivers influencing 
and motivating their intention to buy fashion 
products. From the results of this study it is 
known that to increase awareness of male 
consumer fashion, an integrated marketing 
program is needed between social media 
and mass media to convey information and 
even to create men's fashion trends. 
Fashion retailers can extensively use social 
media and mass media to deliver creative 
promotions through advertisements, brand 
promotions and celebrity endorsements, 
which will encourage consumers to follow 
the latest trends and fashions of fashion 
products. Then to create fashion awareness 
and increase purchase intention for Gen Y 
men's fashion products can be done through 
a unique marketing campaign. The 
campaign can be carried out by involving 
men's self-identities such as providing 
knowledge about tips and tricks for mixing 
and matching clothes according to men's 
character, body shape, color, and certain 
events. 

 

REFERENCES 
 

Ahmad, N., Salman, A., & Ashiq, R. (2015). The 
Impact of Social Media on the Fashion 
Industry: Empirical Investigation from 
Karachiites. Journal of Resources 
Development and Management. 

https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-4666-
4197-6.ch019 

Aparicio-García, M. E. (2017). Transgender, 
Sexual Orientation, and Health. In The 
Psychology of Gender and Health: 
Conceptual and Applied Global 
Concerns. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-
0-12-803864-2.00005-5 

Banister, E., & Hogg, M. K. (2012). Consumers 
and their negative selves, and the 
implications for fashion marketing. In 
Fashion Marketing: Contemporary 
Issues. 
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780080506241
-17 

Bertrandias, L., & Goldsmith, R. E. (2006). Some 
psychological motivations for fashion 
opinion leadership and fashion opinion 
seeking. Journal of Fashion Marketing 
and Management. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/1361202061065
1105 

Chahal, H., & Rani, A. (2017). How trust 
moderates social media engagement 
and brand equity. Journal of Research in 
Interactive Marketing, 11(3), 312–335. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/JRIM-10-2016-
0104 

Chi, T., & Chen, Y. (2019). A study of lifestyle 
fashion retailing in China. Marketing 
Intelligence and Planning, 38(1), 46–60. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/MIP-01-2019-
0025 

Chi, T., & Chen, Y. (2020). A study of lifestyle 
fashion retailing in China. Marketing 
Intelligence and Planning, 38(1), 46–60. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/MIP-01-2019-
0025 

Cho, J. Y., & Lee, E. J. (2017). Impact of Interior 
Colors in Retail Store Atmosphere on 
Consumers’ Perceived Store Luxury, 
Emotions, and Preference. Clothing and 
Textiles Research Journal, 35(1), 33–
48. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0887302X16675
052 

Dabbous, A., & Barakat, K. A. (2019). Bridging 
the Online Offline Gap: Assessing the 
Impact of Brands’ Social Network 
Content Quality on Brand Awareness 
and Purchase Intention. Journal of 
Retailing and Consumer Services. 

Davis, J. (2018). Apparently, men spend more on 
clothes than women do. 

Escalas, J. E., & Bettman, J. R. (2005). Self-
construal, reference groups, and brand 
meaning. Journal of Consumer 



 
 
Diponegoro International Journal of Business, Vol. 5, No. 2, 2022, pp. 146-157 
 

 
 
 

155 
 

 

Research. 
https://doi.org/10.1086/497549 

Gia Vuong, H., & Tan Nguyen, M. (2018). Factors 
Influencing Millennials’ Purchase 
Intention towards Fast Fashion 
Products: A Case Study in Vietnam. 
International Journal of Social Science 
and Humanity. 

https://doi.org/10.18178/ijssh.2018.v8.9
67 

Goldsmith, R. E., Moore, M. A., & Beaudoin, P. 
(1999). Fashion innovativeness and 
self-concept: A replication. Journal of 
Product & Brand Management. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/1061042991025
7904 

Grubb, E. L., & Harrison L. Grathwohl. (1967). 
1967 GRUBB & GRATHWOHL 
Consumer self-concept, symbolism and 
market behavior a theoretical approach. 
Journal of Marketing. 

Gul, M. S., & Shahzad, H. (2014). The 
Relationship of Social Media with 
Fashion Consciousness and Consumer 
Buying Behavior. Journal of 
Management Info. 
https://doi.org/10.31580/jmi.v2i1.4 

Gunawan, A. I., Najib, M. F., & Setiawati, L. 
(2020). The effect of Electronic Word of 
Mouth (e-WoM) on social media 
networking. IOP Conference Series: 
Materials Science and Engineering, 
830(3). https://doi.org/10.1088/1757-

899X/830/3/032002 

Hair, J. F., Sarstedt, M., Hopkins, L., & 
Kuppelwieser, V. G. (2014). Partial least 
squares structural equation modeling 
(PLS-SEM): An emerging tool in 
business research. In European 
Business Review. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/EBR-10-2013-
0128 

Hendraningrum, R., & Prabowo, A. (2015). 
Lifestyle and Fashion as 
Communication. The Indonesian 
Journal of Communication Studies, 
08(1). 

Hendriyani, C., & Chan, P. A. (2018). 
Understanding the New Millennial 
Customer Path in the Era of Omni-
Channel Marketing in Indonesia. Review 
of Integrative Business and Economics 
Research, 7(1), 359. 

http://buscompress.com/journal-
home.html 

Hokkanen, S. (2014). Fashion brands and 
consumption in postmodern consumer 

culture The construction of self and 
social identities. University of Borås. 

Hui, T. X. (2017). The Effect of source credibility 
on consumers’ purchase intention in 
Malaysia online community. Journal of 
Arts and Social Sciences. 

Ipsos. (2018). E-Commerce Outlook 2018. 

Iver, R., & Eastman, J. (2010). The fashion 
conscious mall shoper; An expolaratory 
study. The Marketing Managment 
Journal, 20(2). 

Jain, S. (2020). Assessing the moderating effect 
of subjective norm on luxury purchase 
intention: a study of Gen Y consumers in 
India. International Journal of Retail and 
Distribution Management, 48(5), 517–

536. https://doi.org/10.1108/IJRDM-02-
2019-0042 

Kotler, P., & Armstrong, G. (2011). Marketing in a 
Changing World. Principles Of 
Marketing. https://doi.org/10.1016/0024-
6301(95)92103-6 

Kusnandar, V. B. (2018). Berapa Jumlah 
Pengguna Internet di Indonesia - 
Databoks. 20 Februari. 

Ladhari, R., Gonthier, J., & Lajante, M. (2019). 
Generation Y and online fashion 
shopping: Orientations and profiles. 
Journal of Retailing and Consumer 
Services, 48(January), 113–121. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jretconser.2019
.02.003 

Lam, Y. W. K., & Yee, R. W. Y. (2014). 
Antecedents and Consequences of 
Fashion Consciousness: An Empirical 
Study in Hong Kong. Research Journal 
of Textile and Apparel. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/RJTA-18-04-
2014-B007 

Lautiainen, T. (2015). Factors affecting 
consumers’ buying decision in the 
selection of a coffee brand. Saimaa 
University of Applied Sciences. 

Lawlor, J. (2018). 5 major differences between 
traditional media and social media. 

Leung, A. C. Y., Yee, R. W. Y., & Lo, E. S. C. 
(2015). Psychological and Social 
Factors of Fashion Consciousness: An 
Empirical Study in the Luxury Fashion 
Market. Research Journal of Textile and 
Apparel. https://doi.org/10.1108/RJTA-
19-03-2015-B008 

Luo, J., Ba, S., & Zhang, H. (2012). The 
effectiveness of online shopping 
characteristics and well-designed 
websites on satisfaction. MIS Quarterly: 



 
 
Diponegoro International Journal of Business, Vol. 5, No. 2, 2022, pp. 146-157 
 

 
 
 

156 
 

 

Management Information Systems. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/41703501 

Ma, F., Shi, H., Chen, L., & Luo, Y. (2012). A 
Theory on Fashion Consumption. 
Journal of Management and Strategy. 
https://doi.org/10.5430/jms.v3n4p84 

Malhotra, Nunan, D., & Birks, D. F. (2017). 
Marketing Research an Applied 
Approach (Fifth Edit). Prentice Hall Inc. 

Marshall, D. (2017). How Modern Technology 
has Changed the Fashion Industry. 

Michaela, E., & Orna, S. L. (2015). Fashion 
Conscious Consumers, Fast Fashion 
and the Impact of Social Media on 
Purchase Intention. Academic Journal of 
Interdisciplinary Studies. 

https://doi.org/10.5901/ajis.2015.v4n3s
1p173 

Mintel International Group Limited. (2010). Men’s 
Fashion Lifestyles, United States: Mintel 
International Group Limited. Mintel 
International Group Limited. 

Morwitz, V. (2014). Consumers’ purchase 
intentions and their behavior. 
Foundations and Trends in Marketing. 
https://doi.org/10.1561/1700000036 

Nam, J., Hamlin, R., Gam, H. J., Kang, J. H., Kim, 
J., Kumphai, P., Starr, C., & Richards, L. 
(2007). The fashion-conscious 
behaviours of mature female 
consumers. International Journal of 
Consumer Studies. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1470-
6431.2006.00497.x 

O’Cass, A. (2000). An assessment of consumers 
product, purchase decision, advertising 
and consumption involvement in fashion 
clothing. Journal of Economic 
Psychology. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0167-
4870(00)00018-0 

O’Connell, L. (2019). Value of the apparel market 
worldwide from 2005 to 2020 (in billion 
U.S. dollars). Statista. 

Panda, R., & Swar, B. N. (2013). Online 
Shopping : An Exploratory Study to 
Identify the Determinants of Shopper 
Buying Behaviour. International Journal 
Of Business Insights & Transformation. 

Pellegrin, B. (2009). Branding the Man: Why Men 
Are the Next Frontier in Fashion Retail. 
Allworth Press. 

Perez, M. E., Castaño, R., & Quintanilla, C. 
(2010). Constructing identity through the 
consumption of counterfeit luxury goods. 
Qualitative Market Research: An 
International Journal. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/1352275101105
3608 

Perreau, F. (2014). The 5 stages of Consumer 
Buying Decision Process. In The 
consumer factor. 

Phillips, C. (2003). How do consumers express 
their identity through the choice of 
products that they buy ? Management 
Working Paper Series. 
https://doi.org/10.3389/fonc.2013.00304 

Power, D., & Hauge, A. (2008). No man’s brand - 
Brands, institutions, and fashion. Growth 
and Change. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-
2257.2007.00408.x 

Rahman, S. U., Saleem, S., Akhtar, S., Ali, T., & 
Khan, M. A. (2014). Consumers’ 
Adoption of Apparel Fashion: The Role 
of Innovativeness, Involvement, and 
Social Values. International Journal of 
Marketing Studies. 
https://doi.org/10.5539/ijms.v6n3p49 

RAJPUT, N., Kesharwani, S., & Khanna, A. 
(2012). Consumers’ Attitude towards 
Branded Apparels: Gender Perspective. 
International Journal of Marketing 
Studies. 
https://doi.org/10.5539/ijms.v4n2p111 

Ricci, C. (2018). How Technology Is Helping The 
Fashion Industry To Advance. 

Rolland, M. Le. (2018). Business of Fashion 
Interview. 

Rouse, M. (2019). social media influence. 

Schivinski, B., Pontes, N., Czarnecka, B., Mao, 
W., De Vita, J., & Stavropoulos, V. 
(2022). Effects of social media brand-
related content on fashion products 
buying behaviour – a moderated 
mediation model. Journal of Product & 
Brand Management, ahead-of-p(ahead-
of-print). https://doi.org/10.1108/JPBM-
05-2021-3468 

Seo, J. I., Hathcote, J. M., & Sweaney, A. L. 
(2001). Casualwear shopping behaviour 
of college men in Georgia, USA. Journal 
of Fashion Marketing and Management. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/EUM000000000
7288 

Shamir, S. (2018). How Technology is Changing 
the Fashion Industry. 

Shephard, A., Pookulangara, S., Kinley, T. R., & 
Josiam, B. M. (2016). Media influence, 
fashion, and shopping: a gender 
perspective. Journal of Fashion 
Marketing and Management, 20. 
https://doi.org/DOI: 10.1108/JFMM-09-
2014-0068 



 
 
Diponegoro International Journal of Business, Vol. 5, No. 2, 2022, pp. 146-157 
 

 
 
 

157 
 

 

Siddique, S., Muhammad, &, Rashidi, Z., Zulfikar, 
S., & Bhutto, A. (2015). Influence of 
Social Media on Brand Consciousness: 
A Study of Apparel in Karachi. Type: 
Double Blind Peer Reviewed 
International Research Journal 
Publisher: Global Journals Inc. 

Sirgy, M. J. (1982). Self-Concept in Consumer 
Behavior: A Critical Review. Journal of 
Consumer Research. 
https://doi.org/10.1086/208924 

Sirgy, M. J., & Su, S. (2000). Destination Image, 
Self-Congruity, and Travel Behavior: 
Toward an Integrative Model  Journal of 
Travel Research, Vol. 38, May 2000, 
340-352. Journal of Travel Research. 

Solomon, M. R. (2012). Consumer Behavior: 
Buying, Having, Being. In Consumer 
behavior. 

Stromquist, N. P. (2019). World Development 
Report 2019: The changing nature of 
work. International Review of Education. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11159-019-
09762-9 

Summer, T. A., Belleau, B. D., & Xu, Y. (2006). 
Predicting purchase intention of a 
controversial luxury apparel product. 
Journal of Fashion Marketing and 
Management. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/1361202061070
1947 

Sun, Yan, Wang, R., Cao, D., & Lee, R. (2021). 
Who are social media influencers for 
luxury fashion consumption of the 
Chinese Gen Z? Categorisation and 
empirical examination. Journal of 
Fashion Marketing and Management. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/JFMM-07-2020-
0132 

Sun, Yanshu, & Guo, S. (2017). Predicting 
fashion involvement by media use, 
social comparison, and lifestyle: An 
interaction model. International Journal 
of Communication, 11, 4559–4582. 

Sutarsih, T., Rozama, N. A., Untari, R., Siswayu, 
G., & Maharani, K. (2018). Statistik 
Telekomunikasi Indonesia 2018. In 
Badan Pusat Statistik. 

Tenenhaus, M., Vinzi, V. E., Chatelin, Y. M., & 
Lauro, C. (2005). PLS path modeling. 
Computational Statistics and Data 
Analysis, 48(1), 159–205. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.csda.2004.03.0
05 

theworkfoundation.com. (2018). Men’s mental 
health and work. 

Vazquez, D., Cheung, J., Nguyen, B., Dennis, C., 
& Kent, A. (2020). Examining the 
influence of user-generated content on 
the fashion consumer online experience. 
Journal of Fashion Marketing and 
Management, 25(3), 528–547. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/JFMM-02-2020-
0018 

Wallop, H. (2014). Gen Z, Gen Y, baby boomers 
– a guide to the generations. 
Http://www.Telegraph.Co.Uk/News/Fea
tures/11002767/Gen-Z-Gen-Y-Baby-
Boomers-a-Guide-to-the-
Generations.Html 


