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Abstract 

 

This paper discusses gender issue seen from its relation with language differences. The 

objectives of this paper are examining the relation of gender and language. Moreover, it also 

differenciates language to gender through Instagram comments. To colect the data, I used an 

observation method with a note-taking technique. In analaysing the data, I used distributional 

method for grouping each category of feeling. The result of the study shows that there is a 

dependence for each gender to depict a different rensponds on using language to express their 

feeling into words. This finding indicates that different gender will show different rensponse on 

expressing feeling into words. 

Keywords: gender differences, expressions of feeling, language, anger, comments. 

 

I. Introduction 

Gender issue is usually related to the difference between woman and man. Gender also 

affects people to choose being constantly approprite with the culture that is shaped by society. 

The differences lay not only on the social role, but also in the case of language. Nazir (2012) 

reveals the differences between men and women in society, “Reasearch showed that in 

generalizing about sex differences, all cultures set up social norms for the sexes, which go 

beyond the biological differences, although societies differ in the way traits are assigned to men 

and women.” 

People use language to say things in their mind, to express their point of view, 

moreover to express their feeling. This is in accordance with Linquist and Gedron 

(2000) saying, “That is language might not just translate feelings into words but might 

help shape the nature of those feelings to begin with”. Nowadays, for expressing feeling 

tends to be easy. The internet quickly grows especially social media which can be a tool 

for expressing their opinion.   
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For expressing opinion, the writer found that there is a relation of expressing 

opinion and expressing feeling in processing information from social media, especially 

instagram comments. Moreover, there are differences of men and women in the way of 

expressing what is in their mind. Therefore, the writer wants to discover the relation 

between expressions of feeling and gender differences in instagram comments.   

The study is intended to examine the correlation of gender differences and 

expressions of feeling that is used to commentate on a post. This study is going to be 

used to discover gender differences and expressions of feeling through social media 

particularly on instagram.   

Nazir (2012) conducted a study on Gender Pattern through Sociolinguistics Perspective 

saying  there are differences lying on each gender such as women likely to change photo profile 

more than men and keep more privacy issues. The general theory that the Internet is somehow 

“gendered” encompasses many possibilities (Nazir, 2012).  

Another study which is correlated to gender was conducted by Kelly in a reviewed book 

entintled “Book Review for Mary Talbot's Language and Gender, 2nd ed. (2010)” which 

discusses the relation between the language use and gender difference. It is mostly the same as 

Nazir who wrote gender differences but here is more specific on language and gender. “The 

author then looks at conversation as a gendered practice, specifically addressing research 

premised upon an “equal but different” linguistic framework in which different styles result in 

miscommunications between the sexes” (Kelly : 2013).  

The supporting study which discusses the relation of feeling and language is served in a 

journal entitled “Gender and Emotions in the United States : Do Men and Women Differ in 

Self-Reports of Feelings and Expressive Behavior?” (2004) the research is about the differences 

between woman and man towards social believes in United States over their emotion. Another 

study was also shown in a book by Linquist. Linquist and Gendron in “Language And emotion: 

Putting words into feelings and feelings into words” (2002) saying “The extent to which 

reappraisal involves language is unclear, but it stands to reason that people may be relying on 

emotion language when they engage in reappraisal.”  

Since language is a universal tool for communication, there is many possibilities to conduct 

research upon it. There are some researchers that examine the relation of gender and the 
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differences on using language since society is a factor in building gender role. In this case, I 

want to examine the relation of expressions of feeling especially on anger or annoyance feeling 

response with gender through pragmatics study. The paper is going to focuss on the choice of 

each gender response over some posts containing anger feeling since netizen generally use 

hidden message on their comments.   

According to Jinyu, in article entitled Study on Gender Differences in Language Under 

Sociolinguistics (2014), language is used to express a feeling. It is also called as a sign to 

represent mental thought which is an abstract thinking. “Language exists as a system of 

symbols, in terms of abstract thinking and senses, it reveals a method and pattern to describe the 

objective” (Jinyu, 2014).  

It is related to Linquist and Gedron who said that language can be used as a referent to 

express emotions of feeling. We use “language” to refer exclusively to the words that people use 

to describe emotional states (such as “anger,” “disgust,” “fear,” “joy,” “contentment,” “pride,” 

“schadenfreude,” “amae,” etc) (Linquist and Gedron, 2013) . Even feeling is part of 

psychological study, expressing it into language ia a part of linguistics study. It kinds of the 

need for human to use language as a method for expressing feeling.For instance, Jinyu said that 

women are more using good aspect such as intensifier to emphasize the feeling within her 

sentence while men will not care about it.  

Feeling belongs to every person who has a different sensation on labelling it. It is a 

representation of an experience from human. They could labelling it as a sadness or happines 

since they have ever felt about it, then to labell it they could use a communication tool: 

language. “It is personal and biographical because every person has a distinct set of previous 

sensations from which to draw when interpreting and labelling their feelings.” (Shouse, 2005). 

Examining the problems, the paper is going to use pragmatics study as supporting evidence 

to discover the correlation of its object behind the sentences they wrote on the comment 

column. Since it discovers the feeling from the sentence of anger, there will be at least some 

sarcasm laid on it. Camp (2012) said “Meanwhile, from the right, expressivism denies that 

sarcasm or verbal irony is a matter of meaning at all, arguing instead that it serves to draw 

attention to a disparity between how things are and how they should be, and thereby expresses a 

“dissociative attitude” about some aspect of this disparity.” 
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  Simon and Nath (2004)  found that Men and Women are different   on expressing their 

feeling because of their social position related to the social belief. “Men and Women do, 

however, differ in the frequency of certain positive and negative feelings, which is explained by 

their difference in social position” (Simon, Nath, 2004). It is written that there is a report in the 

United States saying women more often feeling sadness than men because of the social belief 

that is built by society.      

From those differences, it is known that there are differences between gender. The 

differences also can be found on social media on reacting a post from the timeline awaken their 

feeling to give a feedback according to it. In the case of general moods, the object about which 

feelings appear to give feedback depends in part on what is most salient to the experiencer at the 

time (Clore and Gasper, 2000). 

 

II. Research Method 

The study uses a quantitative approach by using observation technique to collect 

the data from Instagram. The data choosen is based on gender through expressive 

illocutionary on pragmatics study.  The method of collecting data is by observation with 

note taking technique grouped according to the choice of words given in comment 

column. The data is only focusing on anger or annoyance feeling with indirectness or 

directness. The method of analyzing data is used distributional method by grouping 

each gender, words given, and the comment account.  

 

III. Results and Discussion 

Based on the data that I have been collected, there is a finding regarding gender 

and expressions of feeling that is seen from the word‟s choices. The focuss of the 

finding is on the word‟s choices that contains of anger. The following is the results from 

the finding  consist of fifthteen women and fifthteen men for three different topics. The 

following is the data : 
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Topics 

Reaction 

according to 

gender Account's name Statements 

Setnov denial of 

falling asleep on 

Kahiyang Ayu 

wedding's reception 

Male 

Dwiharr Mic*kan c*k.. 

ikie_jhabrik ahh emg pendusta an*ink 

Agungjebe hmm… dah tercyduk masih ngeles… semf*ck 

Sanalukifa 

semoga khusyuknya diterima disisi Allah (triple 

emot) #setyanovanto 

rramadhan7777 tidur yang tenang pak, ditunggu buku yasinannya 

Female 

Oktiagita jangan bohong 

Ayuneno saking khusuk ampe mangap mangap 

rafa_alea pinter banget nyari alesan. Khusyuk nd*smu 

Febbysiregar tukang boong banget sih pak 

uti_labagou khusyuk sholat dong pak jangan khusyuk molor wae 

Iis Dahlia's 

statement regarding 

a rejection of 

Kahiyang Ayu's 

wedding invitation 

Male 

bang_kusam banyak gaya… sampah!! 

dana_tri_prasetyo 

bilang aja ngga mao ngeluarin duit. Mao nya dapt 

duit. Etr anak lo nikah ngga ada yg datang 

Dodikblack jahat nie org sombong banget 

renocristian8 Sombong 

inisialku.f ema ema songong 

Female Helvitasfr sombong loh iis 



Compendium: Journal of Cultural, Literary, and Linguistic Studies 

Vol. 1, No. 1, 2017 
 

Available online at: http://ejournal2.undip.ac.id/index.php/compendium 

 

 
 

29 
 

deviandriaaani 

u kira kita tulul apa ya ga bisa bedain mana yang 

becanda mana yg serius 

wijihast10 sombong bed dah ah 

lita9335 sumpah kesel bgt gua *triple anger emot 

nathalycioush ni orang songong emang 

Teenager 

phenomena on 

achieving  

popularity 

Male 

aririvaldo1 Goblok 

Lvtuyulbob sumpah otaknya kagak dipake *emot 

ariyanputra_ Tolol 

farel.df tololkids eta mah *taggingsomeone 

kr13stian tuh kan bego kan *emoyt 

Female 

daffa2119 wong edan… hhhh 

Ririsafriana hahaha "mati gak ya?" 

Thaniawijaya mati lu wkwkw 

alisacitra21 gblk *emot 

qurrot_ayun paraahh *tagging 

 

According to the data above, there are differences between women and men on 

commentate a post in Instagram. It is from several post that is assume to invite anger. 

Three posts had been choose but still in the same topic; anger. I discovered that each of 

the gender showed different reaction with different pattern even there is still a slight 

similarity on the kind of words or the ways they comment. The following are the 

example :     

 Mic*kan c*k.. 

 Ahh emg pendusta an*ink 

 hmm… dah tercyduk masih ngeles… semf*ck 

 banyak gaya… sampah!! 

 goblok 



Compendium: Journal of Cultural, Literary, and Linguistic Studies 

Vol. 1, No. 1, 2017 
 

Available online at: http://ejournal2.undip.ac.id/index.php/compendium 

 

 
 

30 
 

 tolol 

 tololkids eta mah *taggingsomeone 

 tuh kan bego kan *emot 

 sombong (directness) 

 ema ema songong (directness) 

 jahat nie org sombong banget (directness) 

Firstly, the data above is a comment result from the men reaction. I grouped some 

comments from each topic according to the pattern. It is accordance with Jinyu saying that men 

speeches tend to be rude and arrogant. They expressed their feeling of anger and annoyance in 

rudely words and indirectly way. Moreover, Jinyu said that men tend to be firm. Therefore, in 

the data above, they likely to say rude words in directly ways as their firmness which is built 

and accepted to society.  

Even it is clear that the finding accordance with Jinyu, there is still a slight difference that is 

contrary to the general data collected. There is indirectness revealed by man containing hidden 

message that I can say he wanting to say rude. Here are the examples : 

 sumpah otaknya kagak dipake *emot  

 semoga khusyuknya diterima disisi Allah (triple emot) #setyanovanto 

 tidur yang tenang pak, ditunggu buku yasinannya 

Some of the data above indirectly revealed to convey their annoyance or anger to the person 

that is spoken. They decided another way to expressed their feeling in sarcasm. It is accordance 

with Camp (2012) said, “Meanwhile, from the right, expressivism denies that sarcasm or verbal 

irony is a matter of meaning at all, arguing instead that it serves to draw attention to a disparity 

between how things are and how they should be, and thereby expresses a “dissociative attitude” 

about some aspect of this disparity.” 

Secondly, according to female comments, it is also accordance with Jinyu (2012) saying 

that women is more polite and kind-hearted one. They also tend to use tag question indicating 

hesitancy. In this case, women did say more polite words such as : 

 jangan bohong 

 tukang boong banget sih pak 
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 khusuk shalat dong pa jangan khusuk molor wae 

 sombong bed dah ah 

 sumpah kesel bgt gua *triple anger emot 

 hahaha "mati gak ya?" 

 paraahh *tagging 

Women tend to be more polite to express their feeling and directly say it. Even it so, there is 

also a comment showing rude word such as, pinter banget nyari alesan. Khusyuk nd*smu, 

saking khusuk ampe mangap mangap, wong edan… hhhh  and gblk *emot. But still, the pattern 

is still the same. She conveyed direct message criticizing the person talked in the topic. They 

seemed annoying over what the subject of the topic did. Moreover, woman tend to be angry by 

reaving questin that is actually clear enough. For instance, u kira kita tulul apa ya ga bisa 

bedain mana yang becanda mana yg serius. Even the writer did not put a question mark there, it 

can be predicted that it is a question even the question just used as emphasizing her anger and 

making question without answer. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

From these findings, it can be concluded that there are differences according to women 

and men. The differences are clear enough among two gender. However, the differences are not 

totally absolute. The findings showed that there was a women also using rude words to express 

her feeling, not merely men. Nevertheless, women and men do have differences on reacting and 

expressing their own feeling into words. They still have the same pattern for each gender, 

namely firmness and indirectness (having hidden meaning sometimes sarcasm) for men and be 

more polite and use directness for women. Even there is still a slight similarity for both gender 

in vice versa, I predicted that it is affected by their background because society is dynamic 

affected by many social factors, therefore those kind of phenomena can be discovered. Holmes 

(2013) said that, “In discussing gender, it became clear that it is possible to view the 

relationship between social factors and language as rather more dynamic than is often assumed”    
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