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ABSTRAK

Selama ini pemberdayaan petani dilakukan melalui pendekatan organisasi dari pemerintah,
akademisi, dan NGO dari contoh program yang sudah berhasil di daerah yang sudah maju. Sementara
itu, organisasi masyarakat (ormas) Muhammadiyah melaksanakan kegiatan dakwahnya melalui program
pemberdayaan petani di salah satu desa tertinggal di Kecamatan Paseh. Untuk itu perlu diketahui tingkat
keberhasilan program pemberdayaan tersebut menurut tingkat partisipasi yang berhubungan dengan latar
belakang petani sebagai informasi untuk merancang pelaksanaan program pemberdayaan yang lebih
berhasil. Metode penelitian ini menurut klasifikasinya adalah penelitian kuantitatif dengan pendekatan
survei melalui pengumpulan kuesioner secara non probabilitas terhadap 37 petani yang kemudian
dianalisis menggunakan teknik persentase dan chi square Pearson. Berdasarkan perhitungan persentase
diketahui tingkat partisipasi petani berada pada kategori sedang. Hasil uji chi square Pearson dan uji
keeratan menggunakan gamma menunjukkan bahwa pengalaman petani dalam bermitra bekorelasi
positif terhadap kegiatan sosialisasi. Keterlibatan petani dalam ormas bekorelasi positif terhadap
kegiatan sosialisasi, dan terhadap kegiatan pelatihan. Sikap ormas terhadap petani berkorelasi positif
terhadap kegiatan pembinaan. Usia petani berkorelasi negatif, dan lama bertani, status lahan garapan,
pengalaman petani ikut sosialisasi, pengalaman petani ikut pelatihan, dan sikap ormas terhadap petani
berkorelasi positif terhadap kegiatan kemitraan dalam program pemberdayaan. Ormas Muhammadiyah
sebaiknya bersinergi dengan pemerintah atau organisasi lainnya untuk melaksanakan program
pemberdayaan dengan meninjau latar belakang petani agar tercapai partisipasi yang tinggi.

Kata kunci: organisasi masyarakat, partisipasi petani, persyarikatan Muhammadiyah, program
pemberdayaan

ABSTRACT

All this time empowerment to farmers has been carried out through organizational approaches
from the government, academics, and NGOs based on examples of programs that have been successful
in advanced regions. Meanwhile, the Muhammadiyah community organization carries out the dawah
activities through empowerment programs in one of the underdeveloped villages in the Paseh District.
Therefore, it is necessary to know the success level of empowerment programs according to
participation level related to the farmers’ background as information for designing the implementation
of more successful empowerment programs. The research method of this study based on the
classification was quantitative research with a survey approach through non-probability questionnaires
collected to 37 farmers that were then analyzed using percentage technique and Pearson's chi-square.
The percentage calculation shows that farmer participation level was in the medium category. Results of
Pearson’s chi-square and correlation tests using gamma show that the experience of farmers in
partnership has a positive correlation to socialization activities. The involvement of farmers in the
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community organization has a positive correlation to socialization and training activities. The
community organizations attitudes towards farmers have a positive correlation to coaching activities.
The farmers’ age has a negative correlation, while the length of farming, the cultivated land status, the
experience of farmers participating in socialization, the experience of farmers participating in training,
and community organizations attitudes for the farmers has a positive correlation to partnership
activities in empowerment programs. Muhammadiyah community organization should synergize with
the government and other institutions for implementing empowerment programs by reviewing farmers’

backgrounds to reach high participation.

Keywords: empowerment program, farmer participation, community organization, Muhammadiyah

organization
INTRODUCTION

Until now, the theory and practice of
empowerment have been limited to the
approaches of various formal organizations
including those from the government,
academics, and non-governmental
organizations (NGOs). This understanding of
theory and practice is gained from literature
in cases where development was based on
studies of successful farming communities in
conditions of industrial societies or rural
farming communities in developed countries
(Syahyuti, 2012).

The government wuses a group
approach in empowering farmers and small
businesses in rural areas. One of the
drawbacks of the group approach is the
failure to perform group development that
does not undergo a sufficiently mature social
process. The formation of groups is
considered merely for the completeness of the
program and does not become an actual
empowerment target. The top-down planning
approach in institutional instructions from
outside that ignores local institutional
structures and networks, economic, social,
and cultural factors causes community
participation to not expand (Pujiharto, 2010).

Meanwhile,  several = community
organizations which are opponents of political
parties have aspirations to perform activities
for the common goals and interests that are
driven by group awareness in a forum. These
community organizations are formed by
groups of a community based on similarities
in activities, professions, goals, and functions
such as religion, education, culture, economy,
law, and others. Community organizations
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that have a role in carrying out growth and the
advancement of life hold a strategic position
for the Indonesian development process
(Mursitama, 2011).

The  existence of  community
organizations as part of agents of change
capable of introducing new ideas or
innovative systems into social life to modify
the attitudes and behavior of individuals and
groups. Law No. 17 of 2013 article 6 states
that one of the functions of community
organizations is to become a means for
community empowerment, which
corresponds to the term empowerment which
indicates strengthening to actualize various
potentials owned by the community
(Mulyadi, 2015). The government, society,
and all elements of a nation, including
community organizations have a shared
responsibility to address poverty issues
through empowerment programs. In this
instance, the government and other elements
of society serve as facilitators, regulators,
companions, and stimulators in community
development (Mulyadi, 2012).

As a result, social organizations in the
form of religious organizations such as the
Islamic  Association (Persis), Nahdhatul
Ulama (NU), and Muhammadiyah are
expected to function as social organizations
whose existence can advance society’s role in
the economic, social, and cultural fields that
directly inspire the ummah’s progress
(Suparman, 2012). Muhammadiyah as an
Islamic ~ community  organization  has
performed its da’wah for the inferior
community. Some of its activities include
economic da’wah which is oriented towards
attempts to provide assistance in the
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economic field to promote the welfare of the
inferior classes with training, mentoring, and
development of appropriate technology which
is the key element of the economic assembly,
wagqaf, and Lazismu (Muhammadiyah, 2015).

In  reality, however, religious
organizations with their da’wah movements
cannot easily be accepted by the community.
Differences in perception among the public
towards particular community organizations
cause the elements of implementers and
beneficiaries do not unify in the
implementation of empowerment programs.
Sympathizers, volunteers, and members of
one religious community organization who
are not part of another religious community
organization are more likely to adhere to the
terms of achieving participation in the
empowerment programs. Meanwhile, the
objective of empowerment for community
independence to be able to improve their
standard of living and optimize their
resources is realized through active
participation assisted by empowerment
program actors (Widjajanti, 2011).
Participation ~ is ~ commensurate  with
involvement, including involvement or
learning processes collectively in
comprehending, analyzing, planning, or
taking actions from several community
members who become key and “new labels”
that must be attached to wvarious policy
formulation activities and project proposals of
community development (Melis et al., 2016).
The level of community participation is
strongly connected to program
implementation as a measure of the success
level of an empowerment program (Deswati
& Triyanti, 2016). Therefore, it is important
to know the farmer participation level in the
empowerment programs which is directly
linked to the characteristics of the farmers’
background  (Lastinawati, 2011). The
objective is to determine strategic steps for
community organizations, the government,
and other stakeholders to implement more
successful empowerment programs based on
the perspective of agricultural development in
rural areas.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study is quantitative based on the
classification of data collection techniques
with a survey research approach utilizing a
questionnaire as a research instrument. The
research sample was taken non-probably
using a quota sample with specific criteria to
simply=ify it (Priyono, 2008). The sample
criteria used include the population of farmers
who are involved and are aware of the
empowerment programs performed by the
Muhammadiyah community organization in
Paseh District. For this reason, the sampling
location of Cigentur Village was then
determined to represent the research area,
owing to the village’s underdevelopment and
its transformation into the headquarters of
Muhammadiyah community organization
which has empowered twenty farmers
through agroforestry development programs.
Considering the limited number of farmers
who have participated in the empowerment
programs as well as farmers who are aware of
the implementation of the empowerment
programs carried out by the community
organization in the research location, the
number of samples that can be selected
purposively is at least 35 farmers to satisfy
the amount of data on non-parametric
statistical testing in this study.

The recapitulation of the research
questionnaire was eventually calculated
mathematically to determine the percentage
of farmer participation level by employing the
following formula (Deswati & Triyanti, 2016;
Lastinawati, 2011) :

2 X,
x==1 x100%
n

Notes:
x = Participation percentage
xi = Achieved participation score
n = Ideal participation score

The percentage of farmer participation
level for all activities performed in the
empowerment  programs is  calculated,
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including socialization, training, coaching,

and partnership activities. The interpretation

of the percentage of participation level
obtained consists of three categories as
follows (Deswati & Triyanti, 2016) :

Low Participation if x = 52 %

Moderate Participation if x = 53%-76%

High Participation if x => 76%

Furthermore, the correlation of the
variables studied on the farmer participation
level in the empowerment programs was
analyzed using the Pearson’s chi-square
statistic test employing the SPSS program.
The background variables of the farmers
tested included the farmers’ age, the farmers’
education level, length of farming, cultivated
land status, farming income, the experience of
farmers participating in socialization, the
experience of farmers participating in
training, the experience of farmers
participating in coaching, the experience of
farmers participating in the partnership,
farmers’ attitudes towards the program,
farmers’ attitudes towards the community
organization, = community  organization’s
attitudes of towards farmers, and involvement
of farmers in the community organization,
with the following hypothesis testing:

Ho = Farmers’ background variables have a

correlation with the participation level in

empowerment program activities.

Ha = Farmers’ background variables have no
correlation with the participation level
in empowerment program activities.

In Pearson’s chi-square test, if a cell
with an expected frequency of 5 is detected,
the statistical sampling distribution is not
good in terms of approaching the chi-square
distribution, causing the data to be inaccurate.
Pearson’s chi-square test can be used by
seeing the Exact Sig value. (2-sided) (not the
Asymp column. Sig. 2-sided) because the
value of Exact Sig. (2-sided) uses an exact
approach calculation method that can provide
accurate test results (Gio & Caraka, 2018) so
that the criteria for testing the hypothesis at a
significance level of 0.5 in this study are as
follows:
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If Exact. Sig. (2-sided) < 0.05, then H, is
accepted and H, is rejected.
If Exact. Sig. (2-sided) > 0.05, then H, is
rejected dan H, is accepted.

The level of correlation and the
direction of the correlation, either positive or
negative, were then analyzed using the
gamma test () using the interpretation of the
gamma coefficient values based on the
category that has  been  classified
(Simanjuntak et al., 2018) as follows:
+/-=0.10 to 0,29 means that the correlation
is weak;
+/- = 0.30 to 0,69 means that the correlation
1s moderate;

+/- = 0.70 to 1 means that the correlation is
strong;

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Community participation is part of a
technical activity aimed at providing all
communities more opportunity and authority
to collectively address challenges. The
participation level (level of involvement) of a
community determines the distribution of
authority in the empowerment programs. The
goal of community participation is finding the
best solution for problems in a community by
opening up more opportunities for the
community to contribute, so that the
implementation of activities are carried out
more effectively, efficiently, and sustainably
towards the implementation of development
in accordance with the aspirations of the
community (Andriany, 2015).

The percentage of farmer participation
level in empowerment programs performed
by the  Muhammadiyah  community
organization in Paseh District is shown in
Table 1. Data recapitulation was collected
from 40 farmers and only 37 of them were
declared wvalid based on the criteria for
sampling techniques. The sample is farmers
who have been involved and are aware of the
implementation of activities in empowerment
programs performed by the Muhammadiyah
community organization at the research
location.
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Table 1. Farmer Participation Level in Empowerment Programs in Paseh District

Criteria Frequency of Activities Participation
Socialization Training Coaching Partnership Level
Not participate 1 2 3 7
Partially participate 21 23 17 22
Often participate 15 12 17 8 74.77 %
Score 88 84 88 75
Percentage 79,28 75,68 79,28 67,57
Category High Moderate High Moderate Moderate Category
Source: Primary data processed, 2020
Table 1 shows that the total percentage  achievement figure indicates that the

of participation level in socialization and
coaching activities are in the high category.
Meanwhile, participation in training and
partnership activities is in the moderate
category. The socialization activities were
categorized in the high category. It is because
more than half of the farmers who were
sampled at the research location and partially
participate in the empowerment programs
have knowledge of empowerment programs
performed by the community organization.
Likewise, coaching activities have a high
participation level because most of the
farmers are cultivators who expect benefits
from coaching so that their farming business
can achieve optimal profits. The training
activities, however, did not achieve a high
participation level because farmers were not
aware of the benefits of training activities
performed by the Muhammadiyah community
organization. Partnership activities have the
lowest participation level in the moderate
category because most of the farmers in the
research  location lack experience in
partnership activities. In addition, some
farmers expect partnership activities to be
performed not in the form of market
guarantees but capital assistance and the
provision of production inputs such as
fertilizers and chemicals for plants.

Overall, based on the total percentage
of participation of 74.77%, the farmer
participation level in the empowerment
programs performed by the Muhammadiyah
community organization in Paseh District is
categorized in the moderate category. This

Farmers’ Participation In Empowerment Programs of Muhammadiyah (Ritonga and Tri)

participation level has not been successful
enough because farmers do not possess
information and knowledge based on
experience on empowerment programs. The
absence of a positive perception causes most
farmers to choose to participate in particular
activities that are considered important. Their
perception is  determined by their
backgrounds associated with the achievement
of the implementation of activities in the
empowerment program.
Farmers’ in Socialization
Activities

Socialization is the initial step to
implement empowerment programs in an
area. The method chosen for socialization is
one of the reasons for the successful
participation of farmers in the program
(Suindah et al., 2020). Program socialization
is an attempt to socialize something to make
it known, understood, and internalized by the

Participation

community. Related to the farmer
empowerment program, the socialization
activities are attempts to provide an
understanding based on the program

objectives and benefits to be implemented
(Anjelica et al., 2017). Socialization activities
conducted by the Muhammadiyah community
organization in Paseh District are an attempt
to provide an understanding of the activities
that will be done and the parties that will be
involved in a series of activities in the
empowerment program.
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Table 2. Farmer Participation Level in Socialization Activities in Paseh District

Category Frequency Percentage Score Participation Level
Not participate 1 2.70 1
Partially participate 21 56.76 42 79.28%
Often participate 15 40.54 45
Total 37 100.00 88 High Category
Source: Primary data processed, 2020
According to the calculations based on  implementation time and benefits.

Table 2, 40.54 percent of farmers prefer to
participate  in  socialization  activities
frequently, while 56.76 percent prefer to
participate in some socialization activities.
Only 2.70 percent of farmers, on the other
hand, refused to participate in socialization
activities. With a participation level of 79.28
percent, socialization activities can be
considered very successful. However,
according to the participation level for each
category, the number of farmers who chose to
participate in some activities was higher
because some farmers stated that they were
unclear about the socialization activities that
were conducted, both in terms of

Furthermore, according to the findings of the
Pearson’s chi-square and Gamma tests using
SPSS, farmers’ backgrounds have a
relationship with the achievement of the
participation level, as shown in Table 3.

There is a weak positive correlation
between the farmers’ age on the farmer
participation level in socialization activities.
Increased participation in  socialization
activities follows the increase in the number
of productive age farmers. As more
productive age farmers manage farming
businesses, higher participation levels in
socialization activities will be encouraged.

Table 3. Pearson’s Chi-Square and Gamma Test Results in Socialization Activities

Variables Value  Df  Exact Sig. (2-sided)  Gamma
Farmers’ age 8.869 2 0.034* 0.236
Farmers’ education level 5235 2 0.177 -0.297
Length of farming 1.944 2 0.715 -0.398
Cultivated land status 5920 2 0.174 -0.138
Farming income 12.686 2 0.015%* -0.077
Exper}enge of farmers participating in 1850 2 0.693 0.196
socialization
Expgrlence of farmers participating in 1847 2 0.738 0.305
training
Exper}ence of farmers participating in 1853 2 0.830 0.000
coaching
Experience of farmers participating in 6.888 2 0.006* 0.797
the partnership
Farmers’ attitudes towards the program 6.148 2 0.074 0.127
Farmers ‘attltudes' tovyards the 2230 2 0.434 0.422
community organization
The community organization’s attitudes 6682 2 0214 0.417
towards farmers
Involvement of farmers in the 10468 2 0.004% 0.583

community organization

Notes: * = significant level at a. 0,05

102

Jurnal Agrisocionomics 5(2):97-112, November 2021



It is because productive age farmers
have the ability and enthusiasm to strive to
establish managed farms by participating in a
variety of programs that could be beneficial
and assist the development of managed
businesses. Meanwhile, older farmers are
excluding themselves from activities that are
considered not to have a direct relationship
with managed farming. Farming income on
the participation level in socialization
activities has a negative correlation of -0.077
gamma coefficient. However, the number is
too small so that it can be ignored, resulting
in is no correlation. The average income of
farmers in the research site is IDR 1,400,000
per month. Although the monthly income is
not high enough, it should be able to increase
the needs of farmers in the program.
However, the test results suggest that the level
of correlation cannot be measured due to the
lack of information for farmers in the form of
experience as a comparison measure that the
activities can increase farming income. A
negative relationship can occur where the
increase in the participation level follows a
large number of farmers with low-income
levels if it is followed by the development of
knowledge  through  experience  and
information.

The farmers’ experience in partnership
has a strong positive correlation with the
farmer participation level in socialization
activities. As the number of farmers with
experience in partnership increased, so does
their participation in socialization activities.
Farmers® participation in  socialization
activities is motivated by the experience of
partnership which results in a positive
perception because the experience provides
knowledge and information about the benefits
of empowerment programs that begin with
socialization activities.

The involvement of farmers in the
Muhammadiyah community organization has
a moderate positive correlation with the
farmer participation level in socialization
activities. As socialization activities increases,
so does the number of farmers involve in
participation in the community organization.

The involvement of farmers in the community
organization can be interpreted as a
relationship that stems from the need for
farmers to gather together in order to find
sources of knowledge and other benefits. This
involvement can increase farmers’
participation in socialization activities as their
trust in a large organization encourages them
to participate. In addition, with this
involvement, farmers can also receive up-to-
date and accurate information about activities
at the program socialization.

Meanwhile, the level of education, the
length of experience in farming, the cultivated
land status, and experience participating in
socialization, experience participating in
training, experience participating in coaching
in empowerment programs, farmers’ attitudes
on the program, farmers’ attitudes on the
community mass organization, and the
community  organization’s  attitudes on
farmers do not have a correlation with the
farmer participation level in socialization
activities. Therefore, the decision of farmers
to participate in socialization activities was
obtained because of their involvement in
religious organizations that has the best
closeness test score. Many farmers have yet
to completely participate in the empowerment
program because they lack the necessary
expertise and knowledge to fully comprehend
the benefits of their involvement in every
activity in the empowerment program.

Farmers’  Participation in  Training
Activities
The training program aims at

enhancing the capacity and quality of the
trainees, including overall knowledge, skills,
and attitudes (Wardhani et al, 2015).
Referring to its objectives, training is the
groundwork  for  carrying out  the
empowerment program as expected. The
training  activities conducted by the
Muhammadiyah community organization at
the research site include training to apply the
most appropriate technical culture to farming
businesses from commodities to be developed
that have never been carried out by farmers
before.
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Table 4. Farmer Participation Level in Training Activities in Paseh District

Criteria Frequency Percentage Score Participation Level
Not participate 2 5.41 2
Partially participate 23 62.16 46 75.68%
Often participate 12 3243 36
Total 37 100.00 84 Moderate Category

Source: Primary data processed, 2020

Table 4 reveals that the percentage of
farmer participation level is 75.68% which
falls into the moderate category. A total of
32.43% of farmers chose to frequently
participate in training activities, while 62.16%
participated only in some training activities.
Meanwhile, only 5.41% of farmers prefer not
to participate.

The number of farmers who often
participate is not more than that of farmers
who partially participate, indicating that they

increasing the productivity of their farming
business. It is evidenced from the Pearson’s
chi-square and Gamma tests utilizing SPSS
which can be seen in Table 5, that
participation in training activities at the
research site was reached due to the
involvement of farmers in the community
organization.

The involvement of farmers in the
Muhammadiyah community organization has
a moderate positive correlation with the

are less aware of the benefits of the training farmer participation level in training

activities. The farmers do not consider activities.

training activities an essential requirement in

Table 5. Pearson’s Chi-Square and Gamma Test Results in Training Activities

Variables Value  Df  Exact Sig. (2-sided) Gamma

Farmers’ age 7.886 2 0.076 -0.028
Farmers’ education level 3.160 2 0.449 -0.386
Length of farming 2.944 2 0.605 -0.191
Cultivated land status 5.239 2 0.298 -0.123
Farming income 9.140 2 0.052 -0.124
Exper}enge of farmers participating in 3.597 ) 0.531 0.200
socialization
Expgrlence of farmers participating in 7563 ) 0.699 0.407
traiing
Exper}ence of farmers participating in 7503 ) 0.647 0.404
coaching
Experience of farmers participating in 6.531 ) 0.030 0.769
the partnership
Farmers’ attitudes towards the program 9.828 2 0.064 -0.021
Farmers .attltudes. tovyards the 3.676 ) 0.157 0.455
community organization
The community organization’s attitudes R 480 ) 0.055 0.545
towards farmers
Involvement of farmers in the 13101 2 0.001* 0.687

community organization

Notes: * = significant level at a. 0,05
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As participation in training activities
increases, so does the number of farmers who
are involved in the community organization,
either as sympathizers, volunteers, or
members in a variety of farming-related
activities or religious activities such as
routine recitations or celebrations of religious
holidays. The involvement of farmers in the
community organization is based on the need
for farmers in the community to develop
groups that foster concern for the community
organization.

Therefore, each activity can be
followed as awareness to participate without
reviewing the advantages of activities as a
reason for participation. Muhammadiyah and
other community organizations might utilize
farmer involvement as an incentive to
increase farmers’ participation in training
activities as many farmers are not aware of
the significant objectives of the empowerment
program. The farmers’ backgrounds include
farmers’ age, farmers’ education level, length
of farming, cultivated land status, farming
income, the experience of farmers
participating in socialization, the experience
of farmers participating in training, the
experience of farmers participating in
coaching, the experience of farmers
participating in the partnership, farmers’

attitudes towards the program, farmers’
attitudes towards the community
organization, and the community

organization’s attitudes towards farmers has
no correlation with the farmer participation
level in training activities. The absence of this
correlation is due to the lack of farmers’
knowledge regarding program
implementation conducted by the community
organization and experience in similar

activities which are one of the sources of
knowledge about the benefits of the program.

Farmers’ Participation in Coaching
Activities
Empowerment programs aimed at

enhancing the economic welfare of a
community are strongly related to training
and coaching activities (Kehik, 2018). The
community participation level in coaching
activities suggests the success of the
sustainability of a community empowerment
program that has been implemented. The
coaching conducted by the Muhammadiyah
community organization at the research site is
in the form of activities that are regularly
performed to direct farmers to implement a
plant maintenance system on commodities
that are cultivated in line with technical
culture including land management methods,
selection of seed age and seed type,
determination of plant spacing, plant
consolidation, and fertilization.

Table 6 suggests that 45.95% of
farmers prefer to participate in coaching
activities on a regular basis, while 45.95% of
farmers prefer to participate in some of the
activities. Meanwhile, 8.10% of farmers
prefer not to participate. The coaching
activities can be considered to be very
successful according to the percentage of the
participation level of 79.28% which falls into
the high category.

However, according to the research
respondents, the number of farmers who fully
participated in the activities was equal to the
number of farmers who participated partly.
This is because farmers find it difficult to
implement a maintenance system that should
be performed in cultivation for various
reasons of difficulty.

Table 6. Farmer Participation Level in Coaching Activities in Paseh District

Criteria Frequency Percentage Score Participation Level
Not participate 3 8.10 3
Partially participate 17 45.95 34 79.28%
Often participate 17 45.95 51
Total 37 100.00 88 High Category

Source: Primary data processed, 2020
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However, basically, challenges arise from
farmers’ lack of knowledge of the farming
system, as a result of their failure to
participate in training activities.

In order for coaching activities to be
successful as evidenced by the number of
participations, it is required to conduct more
intensive coaching through regular assistance
to demonstrate a high attitude of concern by
providing the knowledge needed in
cultivation activities. The results of the
Pearson’s chi-square and Gamma tests
utilizing SPSS in Table 7 suggest that the
achievement of the participation level in
coaching activities is closely correlated with
the community organization’s attitudes
towards farmers.

The community organization’s
attitudes towards farmers have a moderate
positive  correlation with the farmer
participation level in coaching activities. As
farmers’ participation in coaching activities
increases, so does the community
organization’s attitudes towards farmers. It is
manifested in the form of interaction between

Muhammadiyah community organization
managers and farmers in community social
activities. It is especially manifested as a
concern that leads to ongoing farming
activities by providing technical cultural
knowledge of the best plant cultivation
activities to do by the farmers.

Meanwhile, farmers’ age, the farmers’
education level, the length of farming,
cultivated land status, the farming income, the
experience of the farmers participating in the
socialization, the experience of the farmers
participating in the training, the experience of
the farmers participating in the coaching, the
experience of the farmers participating in the
partnership, the farmers’ attitudes towards the
program, the farmers’ attitudes towards the
community organizations, and involvement of
farmers in the community organization has no
correlation with the farmer participation level
in coaching activities in empowerment
programs. It is due to a lack of knowledge of
implementation information and experience
of farmers in similar activities in
empowerment programs.

Table 7. Pearson’s Chi-Square and Gamma Test Results in Coaching Activities

Variables Value Df  Exact Sig. (2-sided)  Gamma
Farmers’ age 1.548 2 0.876 0.129
Farmers’ education level 2.798 2 0.529 -0.506
Length of farming 2817 2 0.619 0.275
Cultivated land status 3424 2 0.547 -0.172
Farming income 4998 2 0.294 -0.488
Exper}enge of farmers participating in 2900 2 0.657 0.198
socialization
Equrlence of farmers participating in 7300 2 0.132 0.38]
training
Exper}ence of farmers participating in 5760 2 0.240 0.591
coaching
Experience of farmers participating in 5044 2 0.089 0.737
the partnership
Farmers’ attitudes towards the program 3.514 2 0.425 -0.204
Farmers .attltudes. tovyards the 2700 2 0.238 0.506
community organization
The community organization’s attitudes 14453 2 0.004* 0.619
towards farmers
Involvement of farmers in the 0020 2 1.000 0.004

community organization

Notes: * = significant level at o 0,05
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Farmers’ Participation in Partnership
Activities
Partnerships between farmers and

community organizations are crucial in
providing a market for the products produced
by farmers. This is because the partnership-
based empowerment that has been running
shows that the selling process of agricultural
products can be handled by a collaborative
process between farmers and stakeholders
(Rizal, 2018). The participation level in
partnership  activities demonstrates the
success of the overall empowerment program
in order to improve the welfare of farmers.

Table 8 reveals that 21.62% of farmers
prefer to participate in partnership activities
regularly, while 61.11% of farmers prefer to
participate only in some of these activities.
18.92% of farmers prefer not to participate in
partnership activities. The percentage of
participation in partnership activities of
67.57% 1is considered to be quite successful
because it falls into the moderate category. In
partnership activities, the percentage of
farmers who choose not to participate in the
activities is the largest when compared to
other activities such as socialization, training,
and coaching activities.

This condition occurs because farmers
expect partnership activities not only in the
form of market guarantees from the resulting
products but also in the form of providing
capital assistance and needed agricultural
inputs, particularly fertilizers and medicines.

The achievement of the participation
level in partnership activities based on the
Pearson’s chi-square and Gamma tests
utilizing SPSS is related to the farmers’
background which can be seen in Table 9.

Table 9 shows that farmers’ age has a
moderate negative correlation with farmer
participation level in partnership activities.
Increased  participation in  partnership
activities follows the decline in the number of
productive age farmers. Productive age
supports participation in a variety of activities
that can help enhance agricultural
productivity. However, the reality shows that
partnership activities at the research site are
more needed by elderly farmers because older
farmers have a greater need for assistance
which  eventually increases  farmers’
participation in partnership activities.

Muhammadiyah community
organization can review the significant
number of elderly farmers to improve
participation in  partnership  activities.
However, it must also be noted that the results
of previous tests showed that farmers of
unproductive age were less likely to
participate in socialization activities. As a
result, it is necessary to determine the priority
of activities that should be encouraged to
succeed. Based on the findings, partnership
activities are highly beneficial because these
activities provide direct benefits for farming.

Length of farming has a weak positive
correlation with farmer participation level in
partnership activities. As participation in
partnership activities increase, so does the
number of experienced farmers based on their
length of time in managing the farm. The
length of experience in farming, followed by
increasing age and declining productive age
results in the high need for cooperation,
leading to farmers’ participation in
partnership activities.

Table 8. Farmer Participation Level in Partnership Activities in Paseh District

Criteria Frequency Percentage Score Participation Level
Not participate 7 18.92 7
Partially participate 22 59.46 44 67.57%
Often participate 8 21.62 24
Total 37 100.00 75 Moderate Category

Source: Primary data processed, 2020
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Table 9. Pearson’s Chi-Square and Gamma Test Results in Partnership Activities

Variables Value df  Exact Sig. (2-sided)  Gamma
Farmers’ age 14489 2 0.004* -0.410
Farmers’ education level 3.043 2 0.649 -0.408
Length of farming 12.706 2 0.013* 0.229
Cultivated land status 11.344 2 0.024* -0.272
Farming income 4.671 2 0.318 -0.258
Exper}enge of farmers participating in 10.994 2 0.004* 0.159
socialization
Equrlence of farmers participating in 11305 2 0.016* 0.305
traimning
Exper}ence of farmers participating in 7120 9 0.120 0511
coaching
Experience of farmers participating in 3699 2 0.186 0.519
the partnership
Farmers’ attitudes towards the program 6.489 2 0.174 0.147
Farmers 'attltudes' tovyards the 1662 2 0.505 0.060
community organization
The community organization’s attitudes 10273 2 0.031* 0.636
towards farmers
Involvement of farmers in the 5478 2 0.075 0611

community organization

Notes: * = significant level at a. 0,05

The cultivated land status has a weak
negative  correlation with the farmer
participation level in partnership activities.
Increased  participation in  partnership
activities follows a decline in the number of
farmers working on their land. The greater the
number of sharecroppers and tenant farmers,
the higher the number of farmers participating
in partnership activities. It is because non-
landowner farmers strive to maximize the
results of their farming activities that develop
trust in other parties to cooperate.

The experience of  farmers
participating in socialization activities has a
weak positive correlation with farmer
participation level in partnership activities. As
participation in partnership activities increase,
so does the number of farmers who have
experience in participating in socialization
activities. Efforts to introduce empowerment
programs to farmers through socialization
enhance farmers’ participation to collaborate
because socialization activities based on the
previous testing are related to a large number
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of productive age farmers. As previously
stated, productive age farmers have the
enthusiasm and ability to contribute to the
development of managed farming by
participating in a variety of activities that are
deemed beneficial and can improve managed
farming productivity.

The experience of farmers
participating in the training activities has a
positive moderate correlation to the farmer
participation level in partnership activities. As
participation in partnership activities increase,
so does the number of farmers who have
experience in participating in training
activities. Skills in managing a farming
business are developed through training
activities that commonly result in actions that
are considered new and have never been done
by the farmers, both in terms of the
management system and the commodities
developed. Therefore, farmers rely on the
implementation of cooperation to ensure the
management with the aim of achieving
maximum profit.
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The community organization’s
attitudes towards farmers have a positive
moderate  correlation to the farmer
participation level in partnership activities. As
participation in partnership activities increase,
so does the concern of the Muhammadiyah
community organization towards farmers. The
community organization’s attitudes towards
farmers is a form of interaction between the
community organization’s administrators and
farmers in daily social life that results in
concern for ongoing farming. Farmers will be
more willing to form partnerships with the
community organization if this concern can
be realized in various attempts to enhance
farmers’ knowledge directly from the
organization’s management.

The high number of farmers with low
education level, farming income, experience
participating in coaching, and experience
participating in partnership has no correlation
with participation level in partnership
activities because farmers’ attitudes towards
the program and farmers’ attitudes towards
the community organization based on
knowledge also have no correlation on the
participation level in partnership activities.
The education level, farming income,
experience participating in coaching, and
experience participating in the partnership are
aspects of understanding that can shape
perceptions to participate in empowerment
programs  performed by = community
organizations.

Every community organization must
understand that community participation in
developed countries differs from developing
countries, where collaboration must still be
mobilized by government action.
Stakeholders from all walks of life such as
government and non-government entities and
the community can have a part in
empowerment as initiators or coordinators of
community formation, providing guidance to
the formed communities (Kusumatantya,
2013). Agricultural development with a
community empowerment approach requires
coordination from competent parties, as well
as a gradual understanding, correct, and equal

perception among the various parties involved
of the meaning of community empowerment
in theory, and translating it into the form of
implementing a variety of activities in the
field (Indardi, 2016). Apart from the demands
for community knowledge and active
engagement, the government’s policy to
direct and guide the community in jointly
implementing the village development
program is required in order to achieve the
village development goals (Melis et al.,
2016).

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

The  farmers’  participation  in
empowerment programs performed by the
Muhammadiyah community organization in
Paseh District falls in the high category for
socialization and  coaching  activities.
Meanwhile, the participation level for training
and partnership activities falls in the medium
category. Overall, farmer participation level
in the empowerment program is in the
medium category.

As participation in socialization
activities increase, so do the number of
farmers who have experience in partnership
and are involved in the community
organization. The increasing number of
productive age farmers in managing their
farming business has a relationship with
increased participation in  socialization
activities however the link is weak. As the
farmers’ participation in training activities
increase, so does the number of farmers
involved in the community organization.
Participation in coaching activities shows a
higher result by increasing the caring attitude
of the community organization towards
farmers. As farmers’ participation in
partnership activities increases, so do the
number of elderly farmers and the number of
farmers who have experience in participating
in training activities in empowerment
programs.  Participation in  partnership
activities also increases as the management of
the community organization is able to
enhance the concerned attitude for farmers
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related to the farming activities. Increasing
the number of experienced farmers based on
their length of time in managing a farming
business and those with experience in
participating in socialization activities can
also increase farmer participation level in
partnership activities although it has a weak
relationship. The decline in the number of
farmers cultivating their own land may have a
limited impact on partnership participation.

Muhammadiyah as a community
organization must synergize with local village
and subdistrict officials to enhance the
experience of farmers, resulting in positive
perceptions that will encourage farmers’
participation in empowerment programs.
Several activities that support interaction
between the community organization and
farmers should be performed consistently in
the form of discussions at forums to resolve
various issues with the innovative solution in
farming, and other activities such as
recitations or celebrations of religious
holidays in order to foster positive farmer
perceptions  towards the  community
organization. The government can improve
farmers’ experience and understanding by
implementing a variety of high-quality and
sufficient empowerment programs to improve
farmers’ participation in various activities in
empowerment programs carried out by any
community organization.
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